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Academic
Information



Academic Achievement and
Graduation from High School

Itis a Pueblo School District 60 expectation that all students meet or exceed academic standards before they transition
from level to level and before they are eligible to graduate. Each student is expected to study and learn to the best of
his/her ability. To fulfill this expectation, all students will be provided challenging instructional programs and will be
continuously monitored against the standards through the use of valid and reliable measures.

The Individual Career and Academic Plan (File: IHBK)

An Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) is a multi-year process that intentionally guides students and families
through career, academic, and postsecondary opportunities. Each student, beginning in 6th grade, will build an
Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP). An ICAP is a plan that provides students with an academic framework
which helps with making connections between school coursework and activities to future career and postsecondary
goals. Each high school will provide information to the parents/guardians and students transitioning into high school
about their ICAP and the graduation guidelines put forth by Pueblo School District 60 to earn a high school diploma.
The ICAP:

* connects student strengths, interests, passions, and goals for their future.

* provides postsecondary exploration to include information about military career options, trade and technical
educational opportunities, and a variety of two-year and four-year educational programs at collegiate institutions.

¢ develops independent students who create a vision for their future.

Students will update and monitor their ICAPs annually and information will be stored in an electronic portfolio on
the College in Colorado website. Each ICAP is designed to assist the student and their parents/guardians with the
following:

® course scheduling aligned to postsecondary goals

® academic progress

® coursework completion

® performance expectations

® academic and career goals

® college applications

® scholarship opportunities

¢ financial aid

® career exploration

® postsecondary career and educational opportunities available to the student

¢ demonstration of postsecondary and workforce readiness prior to/upon high school graduation

Graduation from a Pueblo School District No. 60 high school requires a completion of a minimum of twenty four
credits. All prescribed requirements set forth by the State of Colorado Department of Education and Pueblo School
District No. 60 Board of Education must be completed prior to the student participating in a graduation exercise.
Graduation requirements are designed to give each student a well balanced and comprehensive high school education.
Classes, when carefully selected, will help students explore their own interests and develop their abilities. In planning a
sequence of course study, students, parents/guardians, and counselors should:

1. read the course description to be sure it aligns with a student’s individual needs, interests, and abilities
and supports plans after high school as indicated by the ICAP.

2. know college entrance requirements and/or career and technical plans for the future to align coursework
and schedule.
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The Colorado Career Cluster Model

The Colorado Career Cluster Model is a collection of careers that require similar skills and knowledge. The model
contains six different industries:

* Business, Marketing & Public Administration

e Agriculture, Natural Resources & Energy

e STEM, Arts, Design & Information Technology
e  Skilled Trades & Technical Sciences

e Health Science, Criminal Justice & Public Safety
¢ Hospitality, Human Services & Education

Within each of the industries are specific clusters (i.e., Hospitality & Tourism; Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security;
etc.); and within each cluster are numerous pathways (i.e., Animal Science, Audio/Video Technology & Film, etc.).
Each industry, cluster, and pathway revolve around the Postsecondary & Workforce Readiness Standards (PWR) which
are found in the center of the model. The PWR Standards are standards that help students demonstrate the knowledge
and skills or competencies needed to succeed in a career and/or college setting as well as to help them advance in
future career pathways.

When a student begins the ICAP process, they will complete interest surveys regarding the types of subjects, activities,
and interests they have. Once the surveys are completed, students will be able to see which industries, clusters, and
pathways fit their interests and talents. This information will help guide the course work students will complete during
their high school career.

Colorado Career Cluster Model &

COLORADO COMMUNITY
COLLEGE SYSTEM
\ (Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources \

Management and Finance  Animal Science* ( \
Administration * Accounting * Agribusiness Systems STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math)
« Administrative Services * Banking Services * Food Products & Processing Systems* See also STEM affiliated pathways noted by *
« Business Information « Corporate Finance ¢ Natural Resource & Environmental Systems* * Research, Exploration & Innovation

Technology * Insurance o Plant Science* * Design, Development & Application
. . iti P Structural & Technical Systems* P

cMorpgrate/Gsnem Securities & Investments * Power, Structura echnical Systems Arts, A/V Technology and Communication

anagemen Energy * Audio/Video Technology & Film
. ;Iuman Resolt.lrce G:ve,njmen? & Public e Electromechanical Generation & Maintenance*  Journalism & Broadcasting
.0 a:;gt;r:serl‘vlana ement A m'_"'Stratfon « Electrical Energy Transmission & Distribution* © Performing Arts
P 4 * Foreign Service « Energy Efficiency & Environmental Technology* * Printing/Publishing
- ° Governan?e « Fossil Energy Extraction, Processing & Distribution* * Visual & Design Arts
Marketing + Legal Services ¢ Renewable Energy Production* .
* Marketing Communications ¢ Planning M Tttt Information Technology
* Marketing Management * Public Management & SR i edinati)] ¢ Information Support and Services
* Marketing Research Administration Aericult Nat | * Interactive Media
* Merchandising * Regulation TS, WELEE] * Network Systems & Telecommunications*
* Professional Sales/Sales * Revenue & Taxation Resources & Energy ol Programming & Software Engineering*
d
Management
STEM, Arts, Design &

Business, Marketing & :
(& DA g Postsecondary & Workforce Readiness Information
Public Administration Foundation knowledge & skills for all career pathways include: Technology

* Academic Content Knowledge ¢ Civic Responsibility  Collaboration
* Communication e Creativity & Innovation
P o Critical Thinking/Problem Solving ® Find/Use Information Technology
Hospitality, Human * Global & Cultural Awareness ¢ Personal Responsibility * Work Ethic Skilled Trades &

Services & Education

o ) Specialized CTE Pathways include: Technical Sciences
Hospitality & Tourism Alternative Cooperative Education (ACE), FACS CORE & World of Work
* Lodging
© Recreation, Amusements & Attractigns Health Science, Architecttfre & Tran?por.tation, -
* Restaurants, Food & Beverage Services L. . Construction Distribution & Logistics
* Travel & Tourism Criminal Justice & « Construction « Facility & Mobile Equipment
Public Safety « Design & Pre-construction*  Maintenance
Human Services Health Science * Maintenance & Operations * Health, Safety &
* Consumer Services * Biotechnology Research & Development* Environmental Management
 Counseling & Mental Health Services « Diagnostic Services* Manufacturing * Logistics, Planning &
* Early Childhood Development * Health Informatics * Health, Safety & Management Services
* Family & Community Services * Supportive Services Environmental Assurance * Planning, Management &
* Personal Care Services * Therapeutic Services* « Logistics & Inventory Control Regulation
. . " * Manufacturing Production ~ * Sales & Service
Education & Training Law, PUb!'c Safe.ty' Corrections & Security . Maintenance,glnstallation & - Transportation Operations
* Administration and Administrative Support ° o Ser\{lces R Repair * Transportation/Systems
* Professional Support Services ° EEEEsy e Man.agement SaiEEs * Production/Process Infrastructure
* Teaching and Training o lawy Elnforcement 'Servu:es' Technology* * Warehousing & Distribution
* Security & Protective Services « Quality Assurance Center Operations
&STEM affiliated pathway / . »
Revised February 9, 2010 - www.cccs.edu \ STEM affiliated pathway /
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High School Graduation Requirements (Policy:

IKF-R)

A total of 24 credits earned during grades nine through twelve are required for graduation.

To receive a Pueblo School District 60 high school diploma, students must meet the minimum course requirements:

Content Requirement
English Language Arts 4 credits
Math 3 credits
Social Studies 2 credits
Science 2 credits
Physical Education/Health 1 credit
Electives 11 credits
Demonstration of Competency (see page 6) 1 credit
Community Involvement Hours 5 hours/year for 20 hours total for graduation

The chart below illustrates the minimum amount of total credits a student may earn per academic year to be on track

for graduation; Freshmen must take a full course load. Quarter credits are only considered for graduation for credit-
deficient seniors who have prior approval from the principal.

Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year Senior Year Graduation
9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

2 semesters in one year 2 semesters in one year 2 semesters in one year 2 semesters in one year
1 English Language Arts | 1 English Language Arts | 1 English Language Arts | 1 English Language Arts
1 Mathematics 1 Mathematics 1 Mathematics 4 Electives** 94
1 Social Studies 1 Social Studies 3 Electives**

. . total
1 Science 1 Science credits
1 PE/Health* 2 Electives**
2 Electives**

1 Credit Demonstration of Competency+

* PE/Health can be taken during any one of the four years. If students participate in athletics, one-half PE/Health credit may be waived for participation in an
entire season of any interscholastic sport included in the district athletic program.

** Electives include courses in the Performing Arts, Visual Arts, World Languages, P.E./Health, Career & Technical Education, as well as any other English
Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, or Science courses taken beyond the required credit amount.

+ Demonstration of Competency credit information can be found on pages 6-8.

Students entering from outside of Pueblo School District 60 must meet the district graduation requirements. The
principal shall determine whether credit toward graduation requirements shall be granted for courses taken outside
of Pueblo School District 60. The district shall accept the transcripts from a home-based educational program. In
order to determine whether the courses and grades earned are consistent with Pueblo School District 60” graduation
requirements and academic standards, students will need to submit work or other proof of academic performance
for each course. Pueblo School District 60 may administer testing to the student to verify the accuracy of the student’s
transcripts. Pueblo School District 60 may reject any transcript that cannot be verified.

Independent study, work experience, and experience-based programs approved in advance by the principal may be
taken for high school credit. Students must submit a request for approval that includes a summary of the educational
objectives to be achieved and monitored by a faculty member. Programs administered through and paid for by the
district, such as Concurrent Enrollment, shall be part of the regular school day. Students who are currently enrolled in
Pueblo School District 60 and wish to obtain credit from outside institutions or through “online” programs must have
prior approval from the principal.
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Career Avenues of Study (policy: IKF-R)

The ultimate goal is to allow students the opportunity to earn a high school diploma using multiple equally-valued
avenues to demonstrate competency, knowledge, and skills necessary for post-secondary education and meaningful
careers. The educational process is to provide a well-rounded education while strengthening student learning and
supporting their ability to succeed. High school options include different avenues that have two purposes:

1) To articulate a shared belief about the value and meaning of a high school diploma
2) To outline the components, expectations, and responsibilities to obtain a high school diploma

By utilizing these suggested plans of course study, students will be able to explore and navigate between the avenues as
they cultivate and accommodate their career goals indicated through their ICAP. The avenue opportunities to earn a
Pueblo School District 60 high school diploma consists of a Career Plus, Career Options, and a Career Now avenue. All
avenues will provide students courses, programs, and opportunities to explore meaningful learning experiences. The

avenues are as follows.

e Career Plus - intended for students with goals and plans to obtain a 4-year or advanced degree
e Career Options - intended for students with goals and plans to obtain a 2- or 4-year degree or professional

certification

¢ Career Now - intended for students who have specific academic requirements and need additional guidance for
their course of study; students may earn a professional certificate upon graduation

The goals of the avenues are to prepare students to enter post-secondary educational choices and to provide the
flexibility and opportunity to participate in any of the avenues as determined by their ICAP. The table below illustrates
a suggested plan of course study for each of the avenues. Students should explore their career interests and specific
university requirements in order to solidify a plan of course study that will support their post-secondary goals.

Career Plus Avenue
Suggested Plan of Course Study

Course choices should be based on

specific university admission requirements
and goals listed in student ICAP

Career Options Avenue
Suggested Plan of Course Study

Course choices should be based on specific

university admission requirements and/or

Post-Secondary Workforce Readiness goals
listed in student ICAP

Career Now Avenue
Suggested Plan of Course Study
Course choices are based on
Post-Secondary Workforce Readiness goals
listed in student ICAP

4 Credits English Language Arts
e Freshmen Literature & Composition
e Sophomore Literature & Composition
e 2 English Language Arts — Choice

3 Credits Math
e Algebral
e Geometry
e Algebra Il or Trigonometry/Statistics
3 Credits Social Studies
e U.S. History Il or comparable approved course
e American Gov’t/Economics or comparable
approved course
e Social Studies Choice
3 Credits Science (2 lab-based)
e Physical science content
e Earth science content
o Life science content

1 Credit Physical Education/Health*
2 Credits World Language*

7 Credits Electives**

1 Credit Demonstration of

Competency***
e Assessment Option OR Performance Option
Community Involvement Hours
5 hours per year = 20 hours total for graduation —
hours relevant to Career Cluster in ICAP

4 Credits English Language Arts
e Freshmen Literature & Composition
e Sophomore Literature & Composition
e 2 English Language Arts — Choice
3 Credits Math
e Algebra content
e Geometry content
e Math Choice
2 Credits Social Studies
e U.S. History Il or comparable approved course
e American Gov’t/Economics or comparable
approved course
2 Credits Science
e Science — Choice
o credits to include physical, earth and life sciences

1 Credit Physical Education/Health*
11 Credits Electives**
1 Credit Demonstration of

Competency****

e Assessment Option OR Performance Option
Community Involvement Hours
5 hours per year = 20 hours total for graduation —
hours relevant to Career Cluster in ICAP

4 Credits English Language Arts
e Freshmen Literature & Composition
¢ 3 language Arts — Choice
3 Credits Math
e Math — Choice
o 2 credits to include algebra and geometry content
2 Credits Social Studies
e U.S. History Il
e American Gov’t/Economics
2 Credits Science
e Science — Choice
o credits to include physical, earth and life sciences

1 Credit Physical Education/Health*
11 Credits Electives**
1 Credit Demonstration of

Competency***
e Assessment Option OR Performance Option
Community Involvement Hours
5 hours per year = 20 hours total for graduation —
hours relevant to Career Cluster in ICAP

Career Now Avenue is by team recommendation
only. Specific aspects of this avenue must be
approved by a school support team, parents and/or
guardians, and students

24 Total Credits Required for Graduation

* Waiver of Requirements: one-half PE credit may be waived for participation in an entire season of any interscholastic sport included in the
district athletic program; the designated one-half credit would then be added to the Elective credits. One World Language credit may be waived
based on specific university admission requirements.

#% Elective Credits: Specific credits may be necessary for college/university admission requirements; please talk to counselors. Any course taken
beyond the recommended number of credits in each Plan of Course Study will count toward Elective credit.

#%% Demonstration of Competency: Please see the Menu of Options for Demonstration of Competency for specifications, explanations, and examples.
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Demonstration of Competency (File: IKF)

Pueblo School District No. 60 Board of Education reserves the right to change the requirements for graduation. In the
event that the Board of Education changes graduation requirements, students and parents will be notified.

Students graduating with a Pueblo School District 60 diploma must earn one graduation credit based on a
Demonstration of Competency in Math and English Language Arts as required by the state of Colorado. A Menu of
Options for Demonstration of Competency has been developed and explains the choices students have for earning this
credit. Students will have multiple opportunities to exhibit college or career readiness and competency in Math and
English Language Arts based on a variety of demonstrations. Students must demonstrate competency based on ONE
of the options listed on the Menu of Options for Demonstration of Competency in order to receive a Pueblo School
District 60 high school diploma. Students may complete the selected Demonstration of Competency at any time during
high school enrollment.

Students and their parents/guardians need to meet with counselors to discuss details regarding the Menu of Options.
Parents/Guardians, students, and staff can reference the Demonstration of Competency Handbook for specific details
regarding each menu option listed. Please contact the counselors or visit the D60 website to view this handbook. Below
is the Pueblo School District 60 Demonstration of Competency Menu of Options.

Menu of Options for Demonstration of Competency

Students need to meet the qualifying score on one assessment option OR complete the requirements for one
performance option.

Assessment Options with Performance Options for
Minimum Score Requirements for Demonstration of Competency
Demonstration of Competency
SAT
> 470 Reading/Writing, and Language
> 500 Math
f?é English Indusfcry Certifipation o
> 19 Math (Receipt of the industry certification)

ACT WorkKeys — National Career Readiness Certificate
Bronze or higher Graphic Literacy (ELA)
Bronze or higher Applied Math (Math)

Advanced Placement
2 2 on an ELA or Math exam Concurrent Enrollment

International Baccalaureate (Passing grade)
>4 on an ELA or Math exam

ASVAB
> 31 English
> 31 Math

ACCUPLACER
> 62 Reading or > 70 Sentence Skills District Capstone Project
> 61 Elementary Algebra (Completion of the Capstone project)

NEXT GENERATION ACCUPLACER

> 241 Reading or > 236 Writing

> 255 Arithmetic or > 230 Quantitative Reasoning, Algebra
and Statistics
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Assessment Options for Demonstration of Competency
SAT and ACT Assessments

Colorado has given a college entrance exam each spring to all 11th graders enrolled in public schools since 2001. All
Colorado 11th graders are expected to take the SAT, which is aligned to the high school Colorado Academic Standards.
The SAT is free to all 11th graders enrolled in a public high school who take it during the state testing window in the
spring semester. There is an SAT test fee outside of state assessment window, and the test is administered on a national
test date. Financial assistance may be provided to students who take the SAT outside of the state assessment window.
Students who qualify for free/reduced lunch must complete an application and return it to the school each year to
qualify for the financial assistance. Please speak with the high school counselor for further details regarding the SAT
exam.

The ACT is another option for students to demonstrate competency in English Language Arts and Mathematics.
Students who choose to take the ACT must register with ACT and take the test on a national test day. There is an ACT
test fee. Financial assistance may be provided to students who take the ACT. Students who qualify for free/reduced
lunch must complete an application and return it to the school each year to qualify for the financial assistance. Please
speak with the high school counselor for further details regarding the ACT exam.

2 means greater than or equal to that score

Assessment Minimum Description
Score
SAT > 470 Students are expected to read and interpret a variety of texts similar to the
Reading, Writing & type of text and reading expected in a college class setting. Students will also
Language Assessment be asked to edit and improve reading passages that were written especially
for the test and include deliberate errors. Questions are multiple choice.

SAT > 500 A range of math practices, with an emphasis on problem solving, modeling,
Mathematics using tools strategically, and using algebraic structure is tested. Most
Assessment questions are multiple choice and some require students to solve the problem

and write the answer.

ACT >18 Students’ reading comprehension and understanding of the conventions of

English Language Arts Standard English (punctuation, usage, sentence structure) and production of
Assessment writing is tested. Questions are multiple choice. See counselor for details or
visit the school’s website.

ACT >19 The major content areas that are prerequisites to successful performance in
Mathematics entry-level courses in college mathematics are emphasized. Knowledge of
Assessment basic formulas and computational skills are assumed as background for the

problems. Questions are multiple choice. See counselor for details or visit the
school’s website.
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AP and IB Examinations
Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) Exam scores are accepted as a Demonstration of
Competency credit in English Language Arts and Mathematics. Students must earn a score greater than or equal to a

2 on an AP exam or a score greater than or equal to a 4 on an IB exam. Each AP and IB exam is administered in the
spring and has a testing fee attached to it. Financial assistance may be provided to students who take an AP or IB exam.
Students who qualify for free/reduced lunch must complete an application and return it to the school each year to
qualify for the financial assistance. Please speak with the high school counselor for exam details.

Below is a list of the exams that can count toward earning the Demonstration of Competency credit in English
Language Arts and Mathematics. This list may be updated as necessary. Please contact the school counselor for further
information regarding AP and IB Exams.

Advanced Placement Exams
(Available at Centennial, Central, & South High Schools)

International Baccalaureate Exams
(Available at East High School only)

Mathematics

English Language Arts

Mathematics

English Language Arts

Statistics Literature IB Math: Applications & Language A: Language &
Interpretation Literature

Calculus AB/BC Language Pre-Calculus History of the Americas
Computer Science Comparative Government | IB Math: Analysis and World History

and Politics Approaches
Biology U.S. History Biology Psychology
Chemistry Psychology Physics Language B: French
Environmental Science Human Geography Economics Language B: Spanish

Physics

World History

Business Management

Visual Arts

Economics

French Language/Culture

Geography

Sports, Exercise, and
Health Science

German Language/Culture

Italian Language/Culture

Spanish Language/Culture

Drawing
3D Art and Design

ASVAB Assessment

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is comprehensive test that helps determine students’
eligibility and suitability for careers in the military. The ASVAB measures students’ knowledge and abilities in reading
comprehension, word knowledge, mathematics knowledge, arithmetic reasoning, and general science. Students

who score at least a 31 are eligible for military service (along with other standards that include physical condition

and person conduct) and have earned their Demonstration of Competency credit for English Language Arts and
Mathematics. Students who take the ASVAB are not required to enlist in the military. The ASVAB is free for students to
take. Please contact the school counselor for further details regarding the ASVAB assessment.

ACCUPLACER Assessments

The ACCUPLACER is a computerized test that assesses reading, writing, math, and computer skills. The results of the
assessment, in conjunction with a student’s academic background, goals, and interests, are used by academic advisors
and counselors to place students in college courses that match their skill levels. On the Accuplacer, students who score
at least a 62 in Reading Comprehension or at least 70 in Sentence Skills (English Language Arts), and 61 on Elementary
Algebra (Math) will have met the Demonstration of Competency credit for English Language Arts and Mathematics.
On the Next Generation Accuplacer, students who score at least a 241 in Reading or at least 236 in writing (English
Language Arts), and at least 255 in Arithmetic or at least 236 in Quantitative Reasoning, Algebra, and Statistics (Math)
will have met the Demonstration of Competency credit for English Language Arts and Mathematics. A fee is associated
with the ACCUPLACER assessments. For details regarding the fees and assessments, please contact the school
counselor.
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Performance Options for Demonstration of Competency

Industry Certification

An industry certification is a credential recognized by businesses and industries at the local, state or national level. It

could be an assessment, an examination, or a license that is administered and recognized by an industry third-party

or governing board. Industry certificates measure competency in an occupation and they validate the knowledge base

and skills that show mastery in a particular industry. The following are guidelines for how students can obtain the

Demonstration of Competency credit by earning an industry certificate:

¢ Students must earn an Industry Certificate before graduation in order to be considered for the Demonstration of
Competency credit

¢ Current certificates recognized by Pueblo School District 60:

—  Microsoft Office Specialist, Adobe Certified User, American Welding Society, Certified Nurse Aides, ProStart,
Cosmetologist, Phlebotomy, Pharmacy Technician Certification, SolidWorks, Autodesk

e All other Industry/Professional Certificates must be reviewed and approved by the Executive Director of Secondary
Education (or designee) in order to be considered for Demonstration of Competency credit

Concurrent Enrollment

Pueblo School District 60 Concurrent Enrollment program provides the opportunity for qualified high school students
to enroll simultaneously in Pueblo School District 60 and in one or more post-secondary courses at a college or
university. All concurrent enrollment classes provide students the opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in English
Language Arts, Mathematics, and Postsecondary Workforce Readiness. In order to receive the Demonstration of
Competency credit through Concurrent Enrollment, the following requirements must be met:

* Students are accepted into Pueblo School District 60 Concurrent Enrollment program.
¢ Students must complete concurrent enrollment class with a passing grade.

® Concurrent Enrollment credit must be equal to 1 high school credit in order to be considered for the
Demonstration of Competency credit.

Please see the high school counselor for more information and specific details regarding Concurrent Enrollment
courses and options or reference the Concurrent Enrollment handbook.

District Capstone Project

The Capstone Project is one of three performance options to fulfill the Demonstration of Competency credit required

to graduate beginning with the Class of 2021. It provides students with support and structure to successfully complete

the Demonstration of Competency in English and/or Math in a real-world application. The Capstone Project gives

students a chance to choose an area of study, combine different disciplines, and explore new avenues in a creative and

unique manner. Each student will identify a meaningful and challenging project that results in intellectual and personal

growth. The Capstone Project includes the following requirements:

®  Project — comprehensive project to include a demonstration of a learning through identifying a meaningful and
challenging project, completing a minimum of 30 hours participation and collaboration with a mentor, and writing
a reflective field work journal

® Poster — visual advertisement of the project on display in the school

® Portfolio — collection of artifacts reflecting the learning process and evidence of the Demonstration of
Competency in English and/or math

¢  Presentation — reviewed by 3-5 people including faculty, staff, school board and community members

Students who are missing an English or Math credit as well as the Demonstration of Competency credit may take the
English 12 or Math Modeling their senior year to receive both content credit and Demonstration of Competency
credit. Students who have received the required amount of content credits to graduate but still need to earn the
Demonstration of Competency credit, will have the option to enroll in the Capstone Project course their senior year.
Students also have the option to complete the Capstone Project through an independent study. Please reference the
Capstone Project Handbook or contact the counselor for information regarding the Capstone Project.
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Laude Honor System & Grading Policy (IKC-R)

The Latin Laude Honors System, which grants students Summa Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, and Cum Laude titles
based on their grade point average (GPA), allows students who are at or above a clearly defined cumulative GPA to be
recognized for their academic achievement.

Research indicates that over the past ten years the impact of the Laude Honor System is more positive than the
traditional class ranking practice. The following includes the primary rationale for transitioning from a class rank
system to a Laude System for Pueblo School District 60’ scholars:

Less than 20% of colleges consider a class rank as a factor for admission.
o Universities/Colleges place all students on a 4.0 grading scale for admission regardless of class rank

o Universities/Colleges focus on rigor of courses taken, test scores, and student involvement in the school and
community

Over half of all high schools in the United States no longer use class rank.
Pressures of class rank may have negative effects on students’ social and emotional well-being.

School districts that eliminated class rank found that more students were admitted to competitive and highly
selective colleges.

Students are encouraged and motivated to pursue their interests, talents, and passions to achieve post-secondary
goals as indicated through their ICAP rather than taking courses solely to increase class rank.

All high-achieving students have the opportunity to be recognized, regardless of the Career Avenue Plan of Course
Study they complete.

Grade changes for one student and transfer students affect the entire class in the class rank system.

Many schools that have transitioned to the Laude Honor System report higher standardized test scores.

Student course selection should have rigor, but should also include non-honors courses that match their interests and
postsecondary goals as indicated by their ICAP. Pueblo School District 60 encourages students to enroll and excel in a
balanced course-load that interests and prepares them for post-secondary pursuits.

Additional information regarding Grading Policy

Students earning a 3.8 GPA for completing a full course load during a semester are awarded an academic letter.
After the letter is earned, students can earn a bar by again earning a 3.8 or higher GPA each semester.

Students earning a 3.4 or higher GPA and completing a full course load each semester are recognized on the
Honor Roll.

A letter grade is mandatory for all quarter grades and semester grades. Progress reports are distributed every 4 %
weeks and report cards are distributed every quarter after 9 weeks and each semester after 18 weeks. In Progress
(IP) grades can only be given to students at the discretion of the principal. It is essential for parents/ guardians to be
fully informed of their student’s academic progress and performance.

Withdraw, Pass, and Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory grades are not factored into the student’s GPA.

Homeschool students are not eligible for the “With Honors” designations without 12+ credits attained through
Pueblo School District 60.

Transfers into a Pueblo School District 60 high school are eligible for the Honors Designations if documented
transcripts are available, verified by the school registrar, and approved by the principal or designee.
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Grade Point Average and the Laude Honor System

A student’s grade point average (GPA) is -

determined by dividing the total number of Grade | Foints Honors AP, _IB’ College Percent
points earned by the total number of classes Earned | Courses | Credited Courses Range
taken. Students’ overall GPA will be used to A 4.0 4.5 5.0 100-90%
deteglnir}lle Hon(c)lr Rpll ead& serpestf:slr agd B 3.0 3.5 4.0 89-80%
notable honors during graduation. Student i
transcripts will reflect the cumulative GPA ¢ 2.0 2.5 3.0 7870%
earned each semester. The table illustrates the D 1.0 15 2.0 69-60%
grading scale and points earned for each grade. F 0 0 0 Below 60%
A letter grade is mandatory for all quarter S Satisfactory earns credit but no points

grades and semester grades. Progress reports are U Unsatisfactory earns no credit and no points

distributed every 4 12 weeks and report cards
are distributed every quarter after 9 weeks and each semester after 18 weeks. In Progress (IP) grades can only be given
to students at the discretion of the principal. It is essential for parents/guardians to be fully informed of their student’s
academic performance.

Graduating senior transcripts will reflect the cumulative GPA and Laude Honor earned. Students can earn one of three
Laude Honors by meeting the following requirements on a 4.0 scale:

e Summa Cum Laude (“with the highest honor”) — students earning a 3.8 GPA or higher to graduate Summa Cum Laude
e Magna Cum Laude (“with great honor”) — students earning a 3.6-3.79 GPA to graduate Magna Cum Laude

e  Cum Laude (“with honor”) — students earning a 5
3.4-3.59 GPA to graduate) Cum Laude ¢ Honors Designation Numb;r of Honors !’omts Earned
y End of Senior Year
Honors Designations with “Distinction” | 9 or more honor points
The following “With honors” additions to the Latin with “Honors” 6 to 8.5 honor points
Laude Honor System recognition levels are to honor with “Merit” 3 16 5.5 honor boints
those students who have excelled in Advanced Placement : P

(AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), and/or college credit curricula. Honors Designations are added based on the
number of Laude honor points a student earns through the end of his or her senior year. The table illustrates honors
designations. Students must earn 4 or more of their Laude points in English, Math, Social Studies, and/or Science
for the Laude with Distinction designation. In addition, the table above indicates the total number of Laude points a
student must earn in order to be designated “Distinction,” “Honors,” or “Merit”.

A student may graduate at the end of the 6th semester during 11th grade or at the end of the 7th semester during
12th grade provided that the student has met the graduation requirements established by the PCS Board of Education.
Students who wish to graduate early are eligible to graduate with a Laude honor achievement with or without honors
designation. Early graduates must have prior approval of the principal.

Courses Earning Laude Points

Laude points are indicated in the course description guide for each high school and content area. School Board policy
IKC-R also provides guidance on which courses are eligible for Laude honor points. Please reference the course
description guide or contact the high school counselor for information regarding courses earning a Laude point.

Courses Earning Dual Credit

Grades earned for dual credit courses — Aigh school and college credit — will be included when determining a student’s GPA,
eligibility, and Laude Honor. All college courses taken must be 100 level courses or above courses and courses earning
a minimum of three college credit hours will receive 1.0 Laude point. Any course that does not meet Pueblo School
District 60 graduation requirements will not be approved. Credit for college courses is as follows:

e 1-2 credit college course earns 0.5 high school credit

e 35 credit college course earns 1 high school credit

®  6-8 credit college course earns 2 high school credits

® 9 credit college course earns 3 high school credits

Graduation Ceremonies

All students graduating with a Laude Honor shall be recognized at graduation. The method for selecting the top
scholar student commencement speaker(s) shall be determined based upon the following factors in priority order:

1) the student’s Laude Designation level earned; 2) the highest state administered SAT test score; 3) cumulative grade
point average.
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Online Courses at Traditional High Schools

Online courses offered at the four traditional high schools can be offered for credit recovery or original credit only

at the discretion of the principal. Progress report grades will be reported as an S (satisfactory) if the student is on track

to course completion or a U (unsatisfactory) if the student is not on track to course completion. Satisfactory and
Unsatisfactory grades will not earn credit or quality points. Online courses listed as semester courses must be completed
within the semester the course was enrolled in. Online courses listed as year-long courses must be completed by the end
of the school year in which the student was enrolled. Upon course completion, the student will receive a letter grade
during the grading period in which the course is completed. All courses must be completed by the end of the school
year in which the course was enrolled; otherwise the course will receive an F.

Distance Learning/Hybrid courses are considered the same as traditional courses and not considered as a separate
online course.

Online Courses at Paragon Learning Center

Online courses offered at Paragon Learning Center will count as original credit and credit recovery delivered through
a blended/online instructional model. Progress report grades will be reported as an S (satisfactory) if the student is on
track to course completion or a U (unsatisfactory) if the student is not on track to course completion. Satisfactory and
Unsatisfactory grades will not earn credit or quality points. Upon course completion, the student will receive a letter
grade during the grading period in which the course is completed. All courses must be completed by the end of the
school year in which the course was enrolled; otherwise the course will receive an F.

Schedule Changes and Course Withdrawal Information

Students may transfer from courses within a subject, content, or department with recommendation from the teacher
and counselor and with parent/guardian consent — this is considered a schedule change. Such transfers take place
due to grade-level misplacement, scheduling conflicts, etc. Students are urged to consult with parents/ guardians,
counselors, and teachers regarding course offerings and Career Avenue Plans of Course Study using their ICAP as a
guide to any changes or course withdrawals. When an appropriate replacement is not available, students may not have
the option to transfer courses. Students are encouraged to complete the courses in which they are enrolled; when
circumstances warrant a need for course withdrawal, that option is available. Students can withdraw from courses,
however, the following will apply:

® A course dropped during the first 10 days of the semester will not be recorded on permanent transcripts

* A course dropped after 11 days will be recorded a Withdraw Pass (WP) or Withdraw Fail (WF) on permanent
transcripts depending on whether the student is passing or failing the course at the time of withdrawal.

® A course dropped after 9 weeks will automatically be recorded as a WF on permanent transcripts.
e All WF grades are calculated in the cumulative GPA and will appear on the permanent transcripts.

®  Courses dropped for Concurrent Enrollment (CE), Senior to Sophomore (STS), Career & Technical Education
(CTE), and Early College must be made in accordance with the partnering university or college and Pueblo School
Dist. 60 rules and policies

The principal has the right to use his/her discretion in determining unique cases concerning the WF on permanent
transcripts. Considerations by the principal in determining a WP or WF may include, but are not limited to:

e physical disability (temporary or permanent)

e family need

® doctor recommendation

e other valid reasoning

Any schedule changes or course withdrawals should be discussed with the counselor and principal.

Exemption from Required Instruction (File: IMIBB-R(3))

If the religious and/or other strongly held personal beliefs of a student or parents/guardians are contrary to the
content of a school subject or to any part of a school activity, students may be exempt from participation. To receive
such exemption, the parents/guardians must present to a written request for exemption to the principal stating

the conflict involved. Exemptions from required instruction do not excuse a student from the total semester credits
required for graduation. Principals and teachers will devise alternative instructional activities for the exempt students
to ensure student learning meets expected standards and that the student will achieve graduation requirements. Please
check with the school principal for the procedure for exemption from a course.
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Student Support Services
Gifted and Talented

Gifted and Talented means individuals between the ages of 4 and 21 whose abilities, talents, and potential for
accomplishment are so exceptional or developmentally advanced that they require special provisions to meet their
educational programming needs. Children under 5 who are gifted may also be provided with early childhood special
educational services. Gifted students include students with disabilities (i.e. twice-exceptional) and students with
exceptional abilities or potential from all socio-economic and ethnic, cultural populations. Gifted students are capable
of high performance, exceptional production, or exceptional learning behavior by virtue of any or a combination of the
following areas of giftedness:

®  General intellectual ability

® Specific academic aptitude (includes reading, writing, math, social studies, science, world language)
e  Drama/Theatre Arts

®  Music

e Visual Art

® Psychomotor (includes dance and athletics)

e (Creativity

® Leadership

Students may be referred to the Gifted & Talented Program at any time by a teacher, parent/guardian, or the student
may self-refer. Once a referral is made, a team compiles a body of evidence before making a formal determination. After
a formal determination is made, the student and parent/guardian will work with the school to develop an Advanced
Learning Plan (ALP) where the student’s strengths will be addressed and services will be provided to ensure the student
continues to achieve and learn in area(s) of strength.

Exceptional Student Services

The purpose of Exceptional Student Services is to help students with special needs achieve their educational goals
while maximizing their skills and aptitude. A team works with parents/guardians and students with special needs to
develop appropriate Individual Education Plans (IEP). Students are provided support intervention to assist in accessing
and maximizing their instructional opportunities. Students with emotional, intellectual, academic, or physical needs
are educated in the general education classroom with appropriate services and support. The determination of the
least restrictive environment is individualized based on the student’s specific needs. When an appropriate education
program is not available in the neighborhood school, an educational setting and placement as close as possible to
the student’s home school is provided. The focus of Exceptional Student Services is to increase student achievement
through continued improvement of instruction, curriculum, and standards using measurable data to support
accountability and high expectations.
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Culturally Linguistically Diverse Education (CLDE)
(formerly English Language Learner - ELL)

Adapted from Jan., 2020 CDE Guidebook on Designing, Delivering, and Fvaluating Services for English Learners (ELs

Culturally Linguistically Diverse Education (CLDE) focuses on mastery of the four domains of language: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Students are provided with systemic language development for limited English proficient
(LEP) learners by building academic vocabulary and increasing access to academic content (English, Language Arts,
Social Studies, Math, and Science). Instruction is based upon the Colorado English Language Proficiency (CELP)
Standards and is designed to support the linguistic and cultural needs of the learners and provide a plan for successful
language development. International Baccalaureate (IB) schools offer additional support for students’ mother tongue
and second language acquisition. The following guidelines and shared responsibilities are essential for making the
navigation of the high school educational system equitable and accessible for English Learners (ELs).

Data-Informed Course Scheduling

Secondary schools have complex systems of courses and requirements that are difficult for students from

different educational systems, languages, and cultures to grasp and negotiate. Too often 12 th grade ELs learn that they
do not have enough credits to graduate right before graduation day. It is crucial to communicate, in the students’
primary language (s) and in the simplest format possible, the graduation requirements as well as the courses necessary
to matriculate into college.

Placing students in courses based on data (interviews, transcripts, intake assessments) linked to the factors mentioned,
not teacher perception. When teachers’ remedial or low perceptions drive placement, students often are treated
consistent with these perceptions. Once a student begins to own these perceptions, a self-fulfilling cycle begins. If, for
example, a student who took high level math in Mexico is placed in a remedial math class because of language, she/he
may start to think of her/himself as remedial. Some students rise to this challenge and do not legitimatize their
misplacement, but others become bored and give up. Additionally, students placed in lower tracks may not receive the
courses that are required for graduation or certain postsecondary options. A system of assessment and placement that
better serves ELs should be a priority for schools and counselors.

Shared Responsibilities Regarding Data-Informed Course Scheduling:

Optimal guiding principles when scheduling ELs:

® Collect language proficiency data in both L1 and L2

® Schedule to the strengths of the student

e  Schedule ELD courses/sheltered content courses first

e Ifsheltered content courses are not available, hand-schedule content courses with qualified instructors

® Schedule core courses before electives

Placement and Assessment

Students who are assessed, placed and monitored based on their knowledge and skills are more likely to receive
instruction that meets their needs. Making time for placement is crucial because it saves time in the long run. It takes
more time to reschedule a student who has been misplaced in courses. Additionally, such misplacement could in
turn create challenges with regards to motivation and behavior. It is important to provide high school students with
high quality—as opposed to remedial—instruction. Once placed, effective programs measure progress in ways that
allow modifications in order to improve student performance. Diagnostic assessments—including formal assessments
in the native language and English assessments with necessary accommodations, as well as portfolios and formative
classroom assessments—ascertain the diverse language and academic strengths of ELs. Schools that effectively serve
ELs establish multiple measures for examining student gains and instructional improvements. Regular quality review
cycles (optimally every six weeks), during which data is gathered and analyzed to track the development of students and
teachers over time, allow for appropriate program refinement.

Shared Responsibilities Regarding Placement and Assessment:

® Have policies and procedures for intake assessments for secondary ELs

® Include writing samples

¢ Use additional assessments, specifically in math

* Counselors need to create a graduation plan for proper placement into classes

PAGE 14 DUTCH CLARK DIGITAL at Paragon / COURSE DESCRIPTION GUIDE 2023-24



CLDE SECONDARY EDUCATION: FROM INTAKE TO GRADUATION

INTAKE: home language survey, district & language assessments, education background interview

ELD TEACHER /

ADMISSION STAFF COORDINATOR

COUNSELORS STUDENT FAMILY

PROGRAMMATIC CONSIDERATIONS: demographics of district/school, influencing factors, resources

ADMINISTRATORS COUNSELORS ELD TEACHER/COORDINATOR

PLACEMENT & GRADUATION PLAN: content & ELD courses, graduation planning

COUNSELORS ELD TEACHER/COORDINATOR CONTENT TEACHERS

POTENTIAL OBSTACLES: strategic scheduling, cross-content connections, student data, placement, grading

INTERVENTIONISTS /

CONTENT TEACHERS COUNSELORS ADMINISTRATORS

GUIDANCE: assessing credits, revisit graduation plan, revisit intervention plan, family engagement

ELD TEACHER / CONTENT

COUNSELORS COORDINATOR TEACHERS

ADMINISTRATORS FAMILY

GRADUATION: post secondary matriculation

STUDENTS
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Community Involvement

Community Involvement hours should be relevant to students’ interests, passions, and talents as indicated on their
ICAP. This allows students to network with businesses and community members who may help mentor or coach students
toward reaching graduation goals and postsecondary plans.

A minimum of 5 clock hours of community involvement is required per school year each year a student is enrolled

in Pueblo School District 60. All activities must occur outside of the student’s school day and should be aligned to
student’s postsecondary/workforce goals as indicated in his/her ICAP. Community Involvement hours cannot be
counted in conjunction with academic, classroom or P.E. credit. Participation in athletics will not count toward
Community Involvement hours. Students cannot receive payment for community involvement hours or have a familial
relationship to the Activity Leader signing this form.

Schools may assist students in customizing their Community Involvement hours by providing lists of opportunities and
individuals to contact throughout the community. Students are responsible for reporting and logging their Community
Involvement hours to their school counselors using the designated form. The following are examples of activities that
constitute Community Involvement. This is not a comprehensive list of opportunities:

*  Volunteering throughout the community

o hospitals or nursing homes

o soup kitchens or community festivals or annual events

o animal shelters or parks and recreation

o youth programs (i.e., Boys and Girls Clubs, Boy and Girl Scouts, 4-H, YMCA)
* Exploration programs

o Pueblo Fire Department Explorer Program, Pueblo Police Department Explorer Program, Pueblo County
Sheriff Explorer Program

o Pueblo ZooAlive Program, Trail Ranger Program and Volunteer Naturalist Program at Pueblo Nature and
Raptor Center

o Parkteen Program at Parkview Medical Center
®  School clubs and organizations
Key Club
Girls Cabinet
FBLA/DECA
Student Government

© 0 © O ©

World Language Clubs
o National Honor Society
The Pueblo School District 60 Community Involvement form may be found at the high school’s website home page.

From the ‘For Students and Parents’ menu click the “Graduation Pathways” link, and then the “Student Community
Service Form” in left sidebar. Below is an abbreviated example of the Community Involvement form.

Community Involvement Form Example

Number of Hours

Volunteer Opportunity Name & Date Start/End Times

Description of Volunteer Duties and
Responsibilities

Activity Leader’s Name Activity Leader’s Signature Activity Leader’s Phone Number

Student Signature

Parent/Guardian Signature

Administrator/Designee Signature
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Alternative Programs & Credit Recovery Options

Pueblo School District 60 offers a variety of alternative opportunities for students to earn the required amount of credits
in order to graduate on time. Below are descriptions for credit recovery options and alternative programs.

Paragon Learning Center

Paragon Learning Center offers a personalized, flexible online and blended learning program. The main goal is to
provide students with the leveled instruction needed during an academic career. The program also allows options for
students who may otherwise not be successful in a traditional school model. A comprehensive student/parent/guardian
handbook and registration process has been developed for families interested in this unique learning opportunity.

Contact Paragon High School or counselor at the student’s home school for more information regarding Paragon High
School.

Summer School Courses

Summer school is a credit recovery option for students who failed one or more courses during the academic school
year. Summer school coursework is only for the purpose of making up regular semester failures and may not be taken
for the purposes of credit, Laude point, or class rank advancement. Courses taken and passed during summer school
will not receive quality points. Students may take summer school courses for credit recovery after the completion of
their freshmen (9th grade) year. Contact the high school counselor for more information regarding summer school
courses.

Repeating High School Courses

A student receiving a grade lower than personal expectation may choose to repeat the course. A record of the first
attempt of the course will remain on the permanent transcript, as well as the record of the second attempt for the
course. Once a course is repeated, the final grade from the first attempt will no longer count toward the student’s GPA.
Credit for successful completion of a course will only be counted once for meeting graduation requirements. Contact
the high school counselor or principal for more information regarding repeating high school courses.
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Pre-Collegiate Requirements

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) adopted the Higher Education Admission Recommendations
(HEAR) which are entry recommendations for students planning to attend any of Colorado’s four-year colleges or

universities.

Private colleges and universities set their own admission standards, so students should contact those colleges and
universities directly for information regarding enrollment policies.

Public two-year colleges have open enrollment policies, meaning that students applying to these schools do not need to
meet the following admission requirements.

Meeting Higher Education Admission Requirements does not guarantee admission to a four-year public institution. Colleges and

universities may have additional requirements.

Students planning on attending a four-
year college or university in Colorado
will need to complete the classes in the
chart in order to fulfill the HEAR. In
addition to the HEAR, students must
also meet the Admission Eligibility
Index found on the next page.

It is highly recommended that students
and their parents/guardians know

and understand specific college or
university admission requirements in
addition to the HEAR requirements.
Students who wish to attend a
university outside of Colorado should
research that university’s admission
requirements as well.

The Colorado Commission on
Higher Education does not review
individual high school courses to
determine whether or not the schools
meet Colorado’s Higher Education
Requirements. Because local school
districts in Colorado oversee their
high school curricula and colleges
and universities establish their

own entrance requirements, it is at
the school district’s discretion to
determine what course work meets
the Higher Education Admission
Recommendations.

Higher Education Admission Requirements (HEAR)

Subject Areas * Units

English ** 4

Math *** 4

Natural Science *** 3

(2 Units Lab-based)
Social Studies 3
(1 U.S. or World History)

Foreign/World Language 1

(In Same Language)

Academic Electives **** 2

*CCHE, CDE, School Districts and its advisors are developing standards for
acceptable demonstrations of proficiency to be accepted in lieu of course
completion. For course guidelines, see paragraph 4.01 of the Admissions
Standards Policy.

**Two units of ESL English may count for HEAR requirements when combined
with two units of successfully completed college preparatory English.

***College preparatory ESL mathematics/science courses that include content
and academic rigor/level comparable to other acceptable courses may satisfy
HEAR requirements.

***% Acceptable Academic Electives include additional courses in English,
mathematics, natural/physical sciences and social sciences, foreign
languages, art, music, journalism, drama, computer science, honors,
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate courses and appropriate
CTE courses.
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College Preparation Opportunities

College Opportunity Fund

The College Opportunity Trust Fund (COF), created by the Colorado Legislature, provides a stipend to eligible
undergraduate students. Eligible undergraduate students must apply, be admitted, and enroll at a participating
institution. Both new and continuing students are eligible for the stipend. Qualifying students may use the stipend for
eligible undergraduate classes. The stipend is paid on a per credit hour basis to the institution at which the student

is enrolled. Each eligible undergraduate student can receive stipend funding for up to 145 credit hours. Certain
exceptions may be made to the credit hour limit if a waiver is granted. For more information regarding COF, please visit
their website listed below.

To apply for the College Opportunity Trust Fund, go to: www.collegeincolorado.org

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid or FAFSA is the financial aid application form students will need to apply
for federal and state student grants, work-study, and loans. While the FAFSA may seem lengthy and complex, there are
many free resources, online and offline, to help students navigate the application process

Students can complete, submit, and track their application using FAFSA on the Internet. This is the easiest way to apply
for federal aid. Most importantly, student data is checked before it is transmitted to the processing center, so there is
less chance of making an error. Filing the FAFSA online can reduce processing time by 1-2 weeks.

FAFSA is available October 1 of each year and should be completed by all seniors and their parents/guardians. Many
scholarships also require completion of the FAFSA. The earlier a student applies, the more likely he /she will receive
financial aid. Students should meet with their counselors for assistance with the FAFSA application.

To complete FAFSA, go to: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov

Western Undergraduate Exchange Program (WUE)

The WUE program can save students thousands of dollars in tuition. The WUE program is administered by the Western
Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE). In keeping with WICHE’s mission to improve affordability and
resource-sharing among Western U.S. colleges and universities, an entering college student may enroll as a nonresident
at a participating two-year or four-year public college or university, and — thanks to a WUE program discount — pay
150% (or less) of the institution’s resident tuition.

For more information regarding the Western Undergraduate Exchange program and to identify participating states
and universities, please contact the school counselor or visit the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education
website at www.wiche.edu/wue.
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College Credit Opportunities

Pueblo School District 60 offers a variety of programs designed to help students earn college credit. Not all programs,
however, are offered at every school. Please check with the school counselor for more information regarding each
college credit opportunity.

Advanced Placement Program

The Advanced Placement (AP) program offers college-level curricula to high school students. AP courses follow a
prescribed, nationally developed curriculum. Students may receive college credit by earning a qualifying score of a 3 on
the AP exam taken at the end of each course. Students who earn a 2 or higher on a designated Mathematics or English
test will meet the Demonstration of Competency credit needed for graduation. Advanced Placement courses are considered
challenging courses that will receive weighted credit and a Laude Point (starting Class of 2022) upon successful
completion of the course. A $94 examination fee is required for each exam a student takes, but financial assistance may be
provided. Contact the school counselor for additional information regarding AP courses, exams, and fees.

Senior to Sophomore Program

The Senior to Sophomore (STS) program is an agreement between Colorado universities and Pueblo School District
60. This program allows qualified juniors and seniors to enroll in college-level courses at the high school and receive
dual credit from both institutions. Students are required to meet certain prerequisites in order to take STS courses.

A reduced tuition/fee per college semester hour will be assessed. STS classes are considered honors courses and will
receive weighted credit upon successful completion of the course receive weighted credit and a Laude Point (starting Class
of 2022) upon successful completion of the course. Contact the school counselor for additional information regarding
STS courses and fees.

Concurrent Enroliment Program

Through the Concurrent Enrollment program, students may access college-level coursework at Pueblo Community
College (PCC) or Colorado State University-Pueblo (CSU-P). There are enrollment approval guidelines students
must meet in order to be accepted in to courses at PCC or CSU-P. Students may apply for fall and/or spring semester
coursework. Separate deadlines exist for both PCC and CSU-P. All college courses taken must be 100 level courses or
higher, and courses earning a minimum of three college credit hours will receive weighted credit and a Laude Point
(starting Class of 2022) upon successful completion of the course. Families who select to self-pay for college courses
during or outside of the regular school day understand that these courses will not be recognized as district concurrent
enrollment courses and will therefore not be transcribed on student high school transcripts or count toward the
cumulative GPA. Any course that does not meet Pueblo School District 60 graduation requirements, or concurrent
enrollment policy, will not be approved for concurrent enrollment. For additional information and details regarding
Concurrent Enrollment, reference the Department of Secondary Education Concurrent Enrollment Handbook or
contact the school counselor.

Career & Technical Education Program

The Career & Technical Education (CTE) program is designed to help students choose a career pathway, select
relevant courses needed, and build the right skills and knowledge to succeed in a postsecondary environment. All CTE
programs are integrated with the academic courses needed to prepare students for postsecondary success. Students
who successfully complete a CTE pathway are eligible to graduate with an industry certification. Contact the school
counselor for additional information regarding Career & Technical Education programs and opportunities.

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme is offered only at East High School. It is a challenging and
balanced educational program that prepares students for postsecondary success. Students may choose to take single IB
courses or choose to pursue the full IB Diploma. Students must take written examinations at the end of the program. IB
courses are considered challenging courses that will receive weighted credit and a Laude Point (starting Class of 2022)
upon successful completion of the course. Students may receive college credit by earning a qualifying score on the IB
exam taken at the end of the course. Students who earn a 4 or higher on a designated mathematics or English test will
meet the Demonstration of Competency credit needed for graduation. A $172 registration fee is required each year plus a
required $119 examination fee, but financial assistance may be provided. Contact the East High School IB Coordinator
for additional information regarding the IB program.
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Athletic
Information

Information in this section includes:
* High school athletic eligibility
* (College-bound student-athletic eligibility

* NCAA coursework requirements



Athletic Information

Pueblo School District 60 offers a variety of high school boys and girls athletic programs. In order for students to
participate in athletics, certain requirements must be met. The information below details the expectations for student-
athletes.

High School Athletic Eligibility

High school athletes must meet certain criteria to be eligible for participation in interscholastic competition. A student
can compete when the following criteria are met:

* Astudentis ineligible to participate in any athletics if he/she turns 19 prior to August 1 of the school year.
¢ Astudent must live with a legal parent/guardian.

¢ Astudent must have been enrolled in and earned a minimum of 2.5 credits the semester before and during the
semester he/she participates. First semester freshmen are excluded from this criterion.

Pueblo School District 60 has established extra-curricular academic requirements. An eligibility list is distributed to

all teachers on the 3rd Friday of the season. Student-athletes who receive one failing grade for the week will have one
probation week to improve the grade to passing. If a student-athlete does not improve the grade during the probation
week, he/she will not be eligible to participate the following week. The activities director will verify individual eligibility
in cooperation with the counseling office. Students participating in activities who are not enrolled in the district must
provide appropriate certification stating academic eligibility requirements have been met. The preceding information is
in condensed form from the CHSAA Handbook. For further explanation, consult the student handbook, a high school
activities director, or visit www.chsaa.org.

College-Bound Student-Athletes

Many colleges are regulated by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), an organization that has
established rules on eligibility, recruiting, and financial aid. The NCAA has three membership divisions — Division I,
Division II, Division III. Each university/college is a member of one Division according to the size and scope of the
athletic programs and the type of athletic scholarships provided.

NCAA - National Collegiate Athletic Association: NCAA Division I & II large public universities; NCAA Division III small
private colleges; details found on following pages. Website: web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3

NAIA - National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics: small private colleges; details found on following pages.
Website: https://www.naia.org/registrars/ eligibility-center-resources

NJCAA - National Junior College Athletic Association: Colleges may not have entering eligibility requirements; visit
www.NJCCA.org for information regarding eligibility and requirements

Any high school senior interested in competing at the collegiate level must consult the appropriate athletic association
guide — NCAA, NAIA, NJCAA. To help determine whether a student will be eligible to participate at the collegiate level,
three factors should be taken in to consideration:

1. High school course schedule — Students must meet the required coursework for each athletic association.
2. Grade Point Average — Students must meet the required GPA set by each athletic association.

3. College entrance test scores — Students must meet the required college entrance test scores (SAT, ACT) set by each
athletic association.

NCAA Coursework Requirements

Student athletes must complete appropriate coursework in order to qualify for NCAA programs. Remedial courses are
not admissible. Not all classes that meet high school graduation requirements meet the NCAA coursework requirements. Meeting
NCAA requirements does not guarantee admission into college — it simply determines whether students may participate
in athletics during their freshmen year in college. Students must follow each member college’s admission policies and
apply directly to that college.

NCAA Eligibility Center information and applications are available at web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/, information is also

on the text two pages for Division I and II eligibility standards. For additional information regarding collegiate level
athletic requirements or coursework, contact the school athletic director or school counselor. It is important to monitor
changes in NCAA coursework requirements.
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Division | Academic Requirements

College-bound student-athletes enrolling at an NCAA Division I school will need to meet the following academic

requirements to practice, receive =
athletic scholarships, and/or compete Core-Course Requirement
during their first year. Complete 16 core courses in the following areas:

In order for a student-athlete to

NATURAL/

ADDITIONAL
ENGLISH,
MATH OR

NATURAL/
PHYSICAL
SCIENCE

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

ADDITIONAL

COURSES
(Any area listed to
the left, foreign
language or
comparative
religion/philosophy)

be considered as a full qualifier at ENGLISH MATH PHYSICAL
o (Algsbra SCIENCE

a Division I school, he/she must seged BT

complete 10 of 16 core courses before

the 7th semester (12th grade), 7 of 10 4 years 3years 2 years

1 year

2 years

4 years

core courses must be in English, math,

or science, earn at least a 2.300 GPA, an ACT/SAT score matching the core-course GPA on the Division I full qualifier

sliding scale (see below), and graduate.

In order for a student-athlete to be considered as an Academic Redshirt at a Division I school, he/she must complete 16
core courses, earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.000, earn the ACT/SAT score matching your core-course GPA on the

Division I sliding scale (see below), and graduate.

Division I Full Qualifier Sliding Scale
Core GPA SAT ACT Sum Core GPA SAT ACT Sum
3.550 400 37 2.750 810 59
3.525 410 38 2.725 820 60
3.500 430 39 2.700 830 61
3.475 440 40 2.675 840 61
3.450 460 41 2.650 850 62
3.425 470 41 2.625 860 63
3.400 490 42 2.600 860 64
3.375 500 42 2.575 870 65
3.350 520 43 2.550 880 66
3.325 530 44 2.525 890 67
3.300 550 44 2.500 900 68
3.275 560 45 2475 910 69
3.250 580 46 2.450 920 70
3.225 590 46 2.425 930 70
3.200 600 47 2.400 940 71
3.175 620 47 2.375 950 72
3.150 630 48 2.350 960 73
3.125 650 49 2.325 970 74
3.100 660 49 2.300 980 75
3.075 680 50 2.299 990 76
3.050 690 50 2.275 990 76
3.025 710 51 2.250 1000 77 =
3.000 720 52 2.225 1010 78 %‘
2.975 730 52 2.200 1020 79 Z
2.950 740 53 2.175 1030 80 2
2.925 750 53 2.150 1040 81 3
2.900 750 54 2.125 1050 82 =
2.875 760 55 2.100 1060 83 =2
2.850 770 56 2.075 1070 84 S
2.825 780 56 2.050 1080 85 <
2.800 790 57 2.025 1090 86
2.775 800 58 2.000 1100 86
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Division Il Academic Requirements
College-bound student-athletes first enrolling at Core-Course Requirement
an NCAA Division II school will need to meet the T o ey
following academic requirements to practice, receive
athletic scholarships, and/or compete during their
first year. = (Aigebra1

or higher)

ADDITIONAL
(English, math,
ADDITIONAL natural/physical

NATURAL/

PHYSICAL
Agetrs (English, math, or science, social
natural/physical science, foreign
science) language, compar-

ative religion
or philosophy)

SCIENCE
(including one
year of lab science,
if offered)

In order for a student-athlete to be considered as a full
qualifier at a Division II school, he/she must complete
16 core courses, earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.200, an ACT/SAT score matching the core-course GPA on the Division II
full qualifier sliding scale (see below), and graduate. In order for a student-athlete to be considered as a partial qualifier at a
Division II school, he/she must complete 16 core courses, earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.000, earn the ACT/SAT score
matching your core-course GPA on the Division II partial qualifier sliding scale (see below), and graduate.

3years 2 years 2 years 2 years 3years 4 years

Division II Full Qualifier Sliding Scale
Core GPA SAT ACT SUM Core GPA SAT ACT SUM

3.300 & above 400 37 3.050 & above 400 37
3.275 410 38 3.025 410 38
3.250 430 39 3.000 430 39
3.225 440 40 2.975 440 40
3.200 460 41 2.950 460 41
3.175 470 41 2.925 470 41
3.150 490 42 2.900 490 42
3.125 500 42 2.875 500 42
3.100 520 43 2.850 520 43
3.075 530 44 2.825 530 44
3.050 550 44 2.800 550 44
3.025 560 45 2.775 560 45
3.000 580 46 2.750 580 46
2.975 590 46 2.725 590 46
2.950 600 47 2.700 600 47
2.925 620 47 2.675 620 47
2.900 630 48 2.650 630 48
2.875 650 49 2.625 650 49
2.850 660 49 2.600 660 49
2.825 680 50 2.575 680 50
2.800 690 50 2.550 690 50
2.775 710 51 2.525 710 51
2.750 720 52 2.500 720 52
2.725 730 52 2.475 730 52
2.700 740 53 2.450 740 53
2.675 750 53 2.425 750 53
2.650 750 54 2.400 750 54
2.625 760 55 2.375 760 55
2.600 770 56 2.350 770 56
2.575 780 56 2.325 780 56
2.550 790 57 2.300 790 57
2.525 800 58 2.275 800 58
2.500 810 59 2.250 810 59
2.475 820 60 2.225 820 60
2.450 830 61 2.200 830 61
2.425 840 61 2.175 840 61
2.400 850 62 2.150 850 62
2.375 860 63 2.125 860 63
2.350 860 64 2.100 860 64
2.325 870 65 2.075 870 65
2.300 880 66 2.050 880 66
2.275 890 67 2.025 890 67
2.250 900 68 2.000 900 68 & above
2.225 910 69
2.200 920 70 & above
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NAIA Academic Requirements

College-bound student-athletes first enrolling at an NAIA school will need to meet the following academic requirements
to practice, receive athletic scholarships, and/or compete during their first year. All information regarding participation
in athletics at an NAIA school can be found at www.playnaia.org.

MUST MEET TWO OF THREE

1. TEST SCORE
REQUIREMENT

Achieve a minimum of 18 on the
ACT or 860 on the SAT.

2. HIGH SCHOOL GPA
REQUIREMENT

Achieve a minimum overall high
school grade point average of 2.0
on a 4.0 scale.

3. CLASS RANK
REQUIREMENT

Graduate in the top half of your
high school class.

Tests must be taken on a national
testing date; score must be
achieved on a single test. The
SAT must be achieved on the
Critical Reading & Math section
only; the Writing score cannot
be used. You must meet the
score requirement on a test date
prior to the start of the term in
which you tend to participate in
athletics.

¢ These minimum ACT and
SAT scores are in place for
2017-18 and are subject to
change moving forward.

The NAIA accepts the grade
point average determined by
the high school, provided it is
recorded and awarded in the
same manner as for every other
student at the

school.

If a student’s class rank does
not appear on the transcript, a
signed letter from the principal
or headmaster, vice principal,
or guidance counselor written
on the school’s letterhead and
with the school’s official seal,
stating the student’s final class
rank position or percent may be
submitted.
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Course Offerings
and
Descriptions

Students wanting to participate in clubs, extracurricular activities,
and Career and Technical Education opportunities not offered
at Paragon Learning Center may participate in programs being
offered in other District 60 Comprehensive High Schools. To
participate in these programs, counselors must be notified.






English Language Arts Courses

English Language Arts courses prepare students for the coursework they will encounter in a two-year college or
four-year university setting and/or the written and oral skills necessary to earn a professional certificate.

Student English Language Arts course choices should be determined based on admission requirements at specific
universities, colleges, or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness goals listed in the student’s ICAP. Most courses listed
below meet the NCAA coursework requirements and have been approved by NCAA. Students will need to inquire
about additional Career & Technical Education (CTE) English Language Arts options for NCAA eligibility.

Students and parents/guardians should review the ICAP each year and then conference with counselors and
teachers for guidance and recommendations.

The English Language Arts course guide contains the most up-to-date course descriptions. It is a Pueblo City
Schools expectation that all high school students have 4 credits of English Language Arts in order to graduate and
that all high school students take the consistent freshmen and sophomore courses.

During junior and senior years, students have the option to take various junior and senior level English Language
Arts courses; please reference the above course sequence as well as the course descriptions to determine the course
best suited for students. The following pages offer descriptions for each course listed.

The following 0.5 credit (75 hours) reflect the credit earned and approximate time to complete the course per
semester.
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English Language Arts Course Descriptions

English 9

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1303S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1303S2

The English 9 course is an overview of exemplar selections of literature in fiction and nonfiction genres. Students
read short stories, poems, a full-length novel, and a full-length Shakespeare play, analyzing the use of elements of
literature in developing character, plot, and theme. For example, in selected stories, students compare the effect
of setting on tone and character development. Likewise, in the poetry unit, students analyze how artists and writers
draw from and interpret source material.

Each unit includes informational texts inviting students to consider the historical, social, and literary context of
the main texts they study. For example, in the first semester, a Nikolai Gogol story that is offered as an exemplar
of magical realism is accompanied by instruction on that genre. Together, the lesson content and reading prompt
students to demonstrate their understanding of magical realism by analyzing its qualities in a literary text.

Throughout the course, students respond to others’ claims and support their own claims in essays, discussions,
and presentations, consistently using thorough textual evidence. The range of texts includes canonical authors
such as William Shakespeare, Franz Kafka, and Elie Wiesel, as well as writers from diverse backgrounds, such as
Alice Walker, Li-Young Lee, and Robert Lake-Thom (Medicine Grizzlybear).

English 10

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1403S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1403S2

The focus of the English 10 course is the writing process. Three writing applications guide the curriculum:
persuasive, expository, and narrative writing. Each lesson culminates in a written assignment that lets students
demonstrate their developing skill in one of these applications.

English 10 follows the model of English 9 by including at least one anchor text per lesson, but the essays, articles,
stories, poems, and speeches are often presented as models for students to emulate as they practice their own
writing. So that these readings may serve as proper examples for students, a high proportion of texts for this
course are original pieces.

English 10 also continues to develop students’ reading, listening, and speaking skills. Readings include poems,
stories, speeches, plays, and a graphic novel, as well as a variety of informational texts. The readings represent a
wide variety of purposes and cultural perspectives, ranging from the Indian epic The Ramayana to accounts of
Hurricane Katrina told through different media. Audio and video presentations enhance students’ awareness and
command of rhetorical techniques and increase their understanding of writing for different audiences.

English 11

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 150351
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1503S2

In the English 11 course, students examine the belief systems, events, and literature that have shaped the United
States. They begin by studying the language of independence and the system of government developed by
Thomas Jefferson and other enlightened thinkers. Next, they explore how the Romantics and Transcendentalists
emphasized the power and responsibility of the individual in both supporting and questioning the government.
Students consider whether the American Dream is still achievable and examine the Modernists’ disillusionment
with the idea that America is a “land of opportunity.”

Reading the words of Frederick Douglass and the text of the Civil Rights Act, students look carefully at the experience
of African Americans and their struggle to achieve equal rights. Students explore how individuals cope with the
influence of war and cultural tensions while trying to build and secure their own personal identity. Finally, students
examine how technology is affecting our contemporary experience of freedom: Will we eventually change our
beliefs about what it means to be an independent human being?

In this course, students analyze a wide range of literature, both fiction and nonfiction. They build writing skills by
composing analytical essays, persuasive essays, personal narratives, and research papers. In order to develop speaking
and listening skills, students participate in discussions and give speeches. Overall, students gain an understanding
of the way American literature represents the array of voices contributing to our multicultural identity.
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English 12

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1603S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1603S2

The English 12 course asks students to closely analyze British literature and world literature and consider
how we humans define and interact with the unknown, the monstrous, and the heroic. In the epic
poems The Odyssey, Beowulf, and The Inferno, in Shakespeare’s Tempest, in the satire of Swift, and in the rhetoric
of World War II, students examine how the ideas of “heroic” and “monstrous” have been defined across cultures
and time periods and how the treatment of the “other” can make monsters or heroes of us all.

Reading Frankenstein and works from those who experienced the imperialism of the British Empire, students
explore the notion of inner monstrosity and consider how the dominant culture can be seen as monstrous in its
ostensibly heroic goal of enlightening the world.

Throughout this course, students analyze a wide range of literature, both fiction and nonfiction. They build
writing skills by composing analytical essays, persuasive essays, personal narratives, and research papers. In order
to develop speaking and listening skills, students participate in discussions and give speeches. Overall, students
gain an understanding of the way British and world literature represent the array of voices that contribute to our
global identity.

AP Literature and Composition
1 credit (150 hours) Course Number: 1813

AP English Literature and Composition immerses students in novels, plays, poems, and short stories from various
periods. Students will read and write daily, using a variety of multimedia and interactive activities, interpretive
writing assignments, and class discussions to assess and improve their skills and knowledge. The course places
special emphasis on reading comprehension, structural and critical analysis of written works, literary vocabulary,
and recognizing and understanding literary devices. The equivalent of an introductory college-level survey class, this
course prepares students for the AP exam and for further study in creative writing, communications, journalism,
literature, and composition.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.

Creative Writing
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1701

Creative Writing is an English elective course that focuses on the exploration of short fiction and poetry, culminating
in a written portfolio that includes one revised short story and three to five polished poems. Students draft, revise,
and polish fiction and poetry through writing exercises, developing familiarity with literary terms and facility with
the writing process as they study elements of creative writing.

Elements of fiction writing explored in this course include attention to specific detail, observation, character
development, setting, plot, and point of view. In the poetry units, students learn about the use of sensory details
and imagery, figurative language, and sound devices including rhyme, rhythm and alliteration. They also explore
poetic forms ranging from found poems and slam poetry to traditional sonnets and villanelles.

In addition to applying literary craft elements in guided creative writing exercises, students engage in critical
reading activities designed to emphasize the writing craft of a diverse group of authors. Students study short
stories by authors such as Bharati Mukherjee and Edgar Allan Poe, learning how to create believable characters
and develop setting and plot. Likewise, students read poetry by canonical greats such as W. B. Yeats and Emily
Dickinson as well as contemporary writers such as Pablo Neruda, Sherman Alexie, and Alice Notley. Studying the
writing technique of a range of authors provides students with models and inspiration as they develop their own
voices and refine their understanding of the literary craft.

By taking a Creative Writing course, students find new approaches to reading and writing that can affect them on
a personal level, as the skills they gain in each lesson directly benefit their own creative goals. Students who are
already actively engaged writers and readers learn additional tools and insight into the craft of writing to help
them further hone their skills and encourage their creative as well as academic growth.

This course is built to the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) standards.
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Media Literacy
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1711

Media Literacy teaches students how to build the critical thinking, writing, and reading skills required in a media-
rich and increasingly techno-centric world. In a world saturated with media messages, digital environments, and
social networking, concepts of literacy must expand to include all forms of media. Today’s students need to be
able to read, comprehend, analyze, and respond to non-traditional media with the same skill level they engage
with traditional print sources.

A major topic in Media Literacy is non-traditional media reading skills, including how to approach, analyze, and
respond to advertisements, blogs, websites, social media, news media, and wikis. Students also engage in a variety
of writing activities in non-traditional media genres, such as blogging and podcast scripting.

Students consider their own positions as consumers of media and explore ways to use non-traditional media to
become more active and thoughtful citizens. Students learn how to ask critical questions about the intended
audience and underlying purpose of media messages, and study factors which can contribute to bias and affect
credibility.

This course is built to The National Association for Media Literacy Education’s Core Principles of Media Literacy
Education, as well as aggregate state standards and research into best pedagogical practices.

English Foundations |
(enrollment by recommendation only)
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1103S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1103S2

English Foundations I supports adolescent literacy development at the critical stage between decoding and
making meaning from text. Through intensive reading and writing skills instruction, deep practice sets, consistent
formative feedback, graduated reading levels, and helpful strategy tips, the course leads students to improved
comprehension and text handling.

Semester 1 provides instruction in basic reading skills and vocabulary building. The student learns what a successful
reader does to attack words and sentences and make meaning from them. Semester 2 provides instruction in basic
writing skills, introduces academic tools, and demonstrates effective study skills. The student learns step-by-step
processes for building effective paragraphs and learns how to use academic tools such as reference books and
outlines. To provide additional support, the course uses text features and visual clues to draw students’ attention
to important information. The use of text features is also designed to help students internalize strategies for
comprehending informational text.

Characters appear throughout the instruction to offer tips and fix-up strategies in an authentic, first-person,
think-aloud format. Their inclusion makes transparent the reading processes that go on inside the mind of a
successful reader. This extra metacognitive support serves to bolster student confidence and provide a model of
process and perseverance.

Numerous practice opportunities are provided in the form of assessments that move from no stakes to low stakes
to high stakes throughout a unit. This practice is centered on authentic and age-appropriate passages that are
written in a topical framework and use controlled syntax and vocabulary. The difficulty of these passages gradually
increases from a 3rd- to 5th grade reading level over the duration of the course. Additional support is offered
through significant formative feedback in practice and assessment.

This course guides students through the reading, writing, and basic academic skills needed to prepare for success
in academic coursework. At the end of the course, the student should be poised for continued success in the
academic world. The content is based on extensive national and state standards research and consultation with
reading specialists and classroom teachers. It aligns to state standards for reading and writing and to NCTE/IRA
reading and writing standards.
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English Foundations Il
(enrollment by recommendation only)
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1203S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1203S2

English Foundations II offers a year of skill building and strategy development in reading and writing. Semester one
is a reading program designed to help struggling readers develop mastery in the areas of reading comprehension,
vocabulary building, study skills, and media literacy. Semester two is a writing program which builds confidence
in composition fundamentals by focusing on the areas of composing, grammar, style, and media literacy. Both
semesters are structured around ten mini-units which offer interactive instruction and guided practice in each of
the four learning strands. Students read for a variety of purposes and write for a variety of audiences. The workshops
stress high interest, engaging use of technology, relevant topics, and robustly scaffolded practice. Students learn
to use different types of graphic organizers as they develop and internalize reading and writing process strategies.
They build confidence as they develop skills and experience success on numerous low stakes assessments that
encourage growth and reinforce learning.

The reading program content is based on the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), International
Reading Association (IRA), National Reading Program (NRP), and McREL, standards and aligned to state
standards. The writing program is based on the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) standards and
aligned to state standards.

Writing Skills and Strategies
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1731

Writing Skills and Strategies develops key language arts skills necessary for high school graduation. Students are
concurrently enrolled in Writing Skills and Strategies and Discovery. Writing Skills and Strategies incorporate social
emotional learning and self-reflection as tools to develop English Language Arts and social skills simultaneously.

Level Up Literacy
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 1102

Level Up Literacy is designed to prepare students to be literate in digital literature and digital expository content
while increasing their overall reading level as a support and intervention using digital tutorials such as Reading
Plus. This course supports students to develop the literacy skills needed to be successful in Pueblo School District
60 online programs. Students taking this course will gain in their ability to effectively engage with more rigorous
materials and to navigate various genres as well as materials presented in a digital learning environment.

Journalism I* Course Number: 15501
0.5 credit (75 hours)
Prerequisite: 9th Grade Literature and Composition

Journalism I provides instruction in journalistic style writing, information gathering, interviewing technique, news
writing, news feature writing, editorial writing, column writing, and typography through page layout. Students will
also focus on research, video interviews and editing will be incorporated into the course.
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Math Courses

Mathematics courses prepare students for the coursework they may encounter at a two- or four-year university or
mathematical practices, concepts, and knowledge necessary in a specific industry/profession.

Student performance determines the next level of math course needed for your student’s instructional sequence.
Parents/Guardians and students are encouraged to meet with the high school counselor and math department
chair to determine the best mathematical instructional sequence that meets the student’s needs.

In addition to middle school mathematics performance, student course choices should be determined based

on admission requirements at specific universities as determined through the ICAP process. Most courses listed
below meet the NCAA coursework requirements and have been approved by NCAA. Students and parents/
guardians should review the ICAP each year and then conference with counselors and teachers for guidance and
recommendations.

Students planning to graduate with a professional certification by completing a CTE pathway have additional CTE
mathematics options. Students also have an opportunity to enroll in Concurrent Enrollment courses. Students and
their parents/guardians need to conference with the counselor to know and understand all options available.

The mathematics course guide contains the most up-to-date course descriptions. It is a Pueblo City Schools
expectation that all high school students have 3 credits of mathematics in order to graduate. Please reference
specific university requirements regarding required math courses for college admission.

The following 0.5 credit (75 hours) reflect the credit earned and approximate time to complete the course per
semester.
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Math Course Descriptions

Introductory Algebra
(enrollment by recommendation only)
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4193S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 419352

Introductory Algebra provides a curriculum focused on foundational concepts that prepare students for success
in Algebra I. Through a “Discovery-Confirmation-Practice”-based exploration of basic concepts, students are
challenged to work toward a mastery of computational skills, to deepen their understanding of key ideas and
solution strategies, and to extend their knowledge through a variety of problem-solving applications.

Course topics include integers; the language of algebra; solving equations with addition, subtraction, multiplication,
and division; fractions and decimals; measurement; exponents; solving equations with roots and powers; multi-
step equations; and linear equations.

Within each Introductory Algebra lesson, students are supplied with a scaffolded note-taking guide, called a Study
Sheet, as well as a post-study Checkup activity that provides them the opportunity to hone their computational skills
by working through a low-stakes, 10-question problem set before starting formal assessment. Unit-level Introductory
Algebra assessments include a computer-scored test and a scaffolded, teacher-scored test.

To assist students for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who are not reading at grade level,
Introductory Algebra includes audio resources in both Spanish and English.

The course is built to state standards and the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM).

Algebra |
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4210S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4210S2

Algebra I builds students’ command of linear, quadratic, and exponential relationships. Students learn through
discovery and application, developing the skills they need to break down complex challenges and demonstrate
their knowledge in new situations.

Course topics include problem-solving with basic equations and formulas; an introduction to functions and
problem solving; linear equations and systems of linear equations; exponents and exponential functions; sequences
and functions; descriptive statistics; polynomials and factoring; quadratic equations and functions; and function
transformations and inverses.

This course supports students as they develop computational fluency, deepen conceptual understanding, and
apply Common Core’s mathematical practice skills. Students discover new concepts through guided instruction
and confirm their understanding in an interactive, feedback-rich environment.

A variety of activities allow for students to think mathematically in a variety of scenarios and tasks. In Discussions,
students exchange and explain their mathematical ideas. Modeling activities ask them to analyze real-world scenarios
and mathematical concepts. Journaling activities have students reason abstractly and quantitatively, construct
arguments, critique reasoning, and communicate precisely. And in Performance Tasks, students synthesize their
knowledge in novel, real-world scenarios, make sense of multifaceted problems, and persevere in solving them.
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Geometry
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4503S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4503S2

Geometry builds upon students’ command of geometric relationships and formulating mathematical arguments.
Students learn through discovery and application, developing the skills they need to break down complex challenges
and demonstrate their knowledge in new situations.

Course topics include reasoning, proof, and the creation of sound mathematical arguments; points, lines, and angles;
triangles and trigonometry; quadrilaterals and other polygons; circles; congruence, similarity, transformations,
and constructions; coordinate geometry; three-dimensional solids; and applications of probability.

This course supports all students as they develop computational fluency and deepen conceptual understanding.
Students begin each lesson by discovering new concepts through guided instruction, and then confirm their
understanding in an interactive, feedback-rich environment. Modeling activities equip students with tools for
analyzing a variety of real-world scenarios and mathematical ideas. Journaling activities allow students to reason
abstractly and quantitatively, construct arguments, critique reasoning, and communicate precisely. Performance
tasks prepare students to synthesize their knowledge in novel, real-world scenarios and require that they make
sense of multifaceted problems and persevere in solving them.

Algebra ll
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 441081
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 441052

Algebra Il introduces students to advanced functions, with a focus on developing a strong conceptual grasp of the
expressions that define them. Students learn through discovery and application, developing the skills they need
to break down complex challenges and demonstrate their knowledge in new situations.

Course topics include quadratic equations; polynomial functions; rational expressions and equations; radical
expressions and equations; exponential and logarithmic functions; trigonometric identities and functions;
modeling with functions; probability and inferential statistics; probability distributions; and sample distributions
and confidence intervals.

This course supports all students as they develop computational fluency and deepen conceptual understanding.
Students begin each lesson by discovering new concepts through guided instruction, and then confirm their
understanding in an interactive, feedback-rich environment. Modeling activities equip students with tools for
analyzing a variety of real-world scenarios and mathematical ideas. Journaling activities allow students to reason
abstractly and quantitatively, construct arguments, critique reasoning, and communicate precisely. Performance
tasks prepare students to synthesize their knowledge in novel, real-world scenarios and require that they make
sense of multifaceted problems and persevere in solving them.

Pre-Calculus Course Number: 4703
1 credit (150 hours)

Precalculus is a course that combines reviews of algebra, geometry, and functions into a preparatory course for
calculus. The course focuses on the mastery of critical skills and exposure to new skills necessary for success in
subsequent math courses. The first semester includes linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, radical, polynomial,
and rational functions; systems of equations; and conic sections. The second semester covers trigonometric ratios
and functions; inverse trigonometric functions; applications of trigonometry, including vectors and laws of cosine
and sine; polar functions and notation; and arithmetic of complex numbers.

Within each Precalculus lesson, students are supplied with a post-study Checkup activity that provides them the
opportunity to hone their computational skills by working through a low-stakes problem set before moving on to
formal assessment. Unit-level Precalculus assessments include a computer-scored test and a scaffolded, teacher-
scored test.

The course is built to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) standards and is aligned with
state standards.
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Financial Literacy Course Number: 4711
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Financial Literacy helps students recognize and develop vital skills that connect life and career goals with
personalized strategies and milestone-based action plans. Students explore concepts and work toward a mastery
of personal finance skills, deepening their understanding of key ideas and extending their knowledge through a
variety of problem-solving applications.

Course topics include career planning; income, taxation, and budgeting; savings accounts, checking accounts,
and electronic banking; interest, investments, and stocks; cash, debit, credit, and credit scores; insurance; and
consumer advice on how to buy, rent, or lease a car or house.

These topics are solidly supported by writing and discussion activities. Journal activities provide opportunities for
students to both apply concepts on a personal scale and analyze scenarios from a third-party perspective. Discussions
help students network with one another by sharing personal strategies and goals and recognizing the diversity of
life and career plans within a group.

To assist students for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who are not reading at grade level, Financial
Literacy includes audio resources in English.

This course is built to state standards as they apply to Financial Literacy and adheres to the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics’ (NCTM) Problem Solving, Communication, Reasoning, and Mathematical Connections
Process standards.

Liberal Arts Mathematics 1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 472351
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4723S2

Liberal Arts Mathematics 1 addresses the need for an elective course that focuses on reinforcing, deepening, and
extending a student’s mathematical understanding. Liberal Arts Mathematics 1 starts with a review of problem-
solving skills before moving on to a variety of key algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts. Throughout the
course, students hone their computational skills and extend their knowledge through problem solving and real-
world applications.

Course topics include problem solving; real numbers and operations; functions and graphing; systems of linear
equations; polynomials and factoring; geometric concepts such as coordinate geometry and properties of geometric
shapes; and descriptive statistics.

Within each Liberal Arts Mathematics 1 lesson, students are supplied with a scaffolded note-taking guide, called
a Study Sheet, and are given ample opportunity to practice computations in low-stakes Checkup activities before
moving on to formal assessment. Additionally, students will have the opportunity to formulate and justify conclusions
as they extend and apply concepts through printable exercises and “in-your-own-words” interactive activities.

To assist students for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who are not reading at grade level, Liberal
Arts Mathematics 1 includes audio resources in English.

This course is built to Florida’s Next Generation Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks.
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Liberal Arts Mathematics 2 Course Number: 4733
1 credit (150 hours)

Liberal Arts Mathematics 2 addresses the need for a course that meets graduation requirements and focuses on
reinforcing, deepening, and extending a student’s mathematical understanding. Liberal Arts Mathematics 2
starts with a review of algebraic concepts before moving on to a variety of key algebraic, geometric, statistical and
probability concepts. Throughout the course, students hone their computational skills and extend their knowledge
through problem solving and real-world applications.

Course topics include analysis of quadratic, polynomial, exponential and logarithmic functions, arithmetic and
geometric sequences, trigonometry and trigonometric functions, coordinate geometry and proofs, statistical
analysis, experimental design and applications of probability.

Within each Liberal Arts Mathematics 2 lesson, students are supplied with a scaffolded note-taking guide, called
a Study Sheet, and are given ample opportunity to practice computations in low-stakes Checkup activities before
moving on to formal assessment. Additionally, students will have the opportunity to formulate and justify conclusions
as they extend and apply concepts through printable exercises and “in-your-own-words” interactive activities.

To assist students for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who are not reading at grade level, Liberal
Arts Math II includes audio resources in English.

This course is built to Florida’s Next Generation Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks.

Mathematics of Personal Finance
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4713S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 471352

Mathematics of Personal Finance focuses on real-world financial literacy, personal finance, and business subjects.
Students apply what they learned in Algebra I and Geometry to topics including personal income, taxes, checking
and savings accounts, credit, loans and payments, car leasing and purchasing, home mortgages, stocks, insurance,
and retirement planning.

Students then extend their investigations using more advanced mathematics, such as systems of equations (when
studying cost and profitissues) and exponential functions (when calculating interest problems). To assist students
for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who are not reading at grade level, Mathematics of Personal
Finance includes audio resources in both Spanish and English.

This course is built to state standards as they apply to Mathematics of Personal Finance and adheres to the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics’ (NCTM) Problem Solving, Communication, Reasoning, and Mathematical
Connections Process standards.

Probability and Statistics Course Number: 4701
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Probability and Statistics provides a curriculum focused on understanding key data analysis and probabilistic
concepts, calculations, and relevance to real-world applications. Through a “Discovery-Confirmation-Practice”-
based exploration of each concept, students are challenged to work toward a mastery of computational skills,
deepen their understanding of key ideas and solution strategies, and extend their knowledge through a variety
of problem-solving applications.

Course topics include types of data; common methods used to collect data; and the various representations of
data, including histograms, bar graphs, box plots, and scatterplots. Students learn to work with data by analyzing
and employing methods of prediction, specifically involving samples and populations, distributions, summary
statistics, regression analysis, transformations, simulations, and inference.

Ideas involving probability — including sample space, empirical and theoretical probability, expected value, and
independent and compound events — are covered as students explore the relationship between probability and
data analysis. The basic connection between geometry and probability is also explored.

To assist students for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who are not reading at grade level, Probability
and Statistics includes audio resources in English.

The course is built to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) standards and is aligned with
state standards.
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AP Calculus AB
1 credit (150 hours) Course Number: 4803

In AP Calculus AB, students learn to understand change geometrically and visually (by studying graphs of curves),
analytically (by studying and working with mathematical formulas), numerically (by seeing patterns in sets of
numbers), and verbally. Instead of simply getting the right answer, students learn to evaluate the soundness of
proposed solutions and to apply mathematical reasoning to real-world models. Calculus helps scientists, engineers,
and financial analysts understand the complex relationships behind real-world phenomena. The equivalent of an
introductory college-level calculus course, AP Calculus AB prepares students for the AP exam and further studies
in science, engineering, and mathematics.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.

AP Statistics
1 credit (150 hours) Course Number: 4813

AP Statistics gives students hands-on experience collecting, analyzing, graphing, and interpreting real-world
data. They will learn to effectively design and analyze research studies by reviewing and evaluating real research
examples taken from daily life. The next time they hear the results of a poll or study, they will know whether the
results are valid. As the art of drawing conclusions from imperfect data and the science of real-world uncertainties,
statistics plays an important role in many fields. The equivalent of an introductory college-level course, AP Statistics
prepares students for the AP exam and for further study in science, sociology, medicine, engineering, political
science, geography, and business.

This course has been authorized by the College Board to use the AP designation.

Math Foundations |

enrollment by recommendation only)
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4133S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4133S2

Math Foundations I offers a structured remediation solution based on the NCTM Curricular Focal Points and is
designed to expedite student progress in acquiring 3rd- to bth-grade skills. The course is appropriate for use as
remediation for students in grades 6 to 12. When used in combination, Math Foundations I and Math Foundations
II (covering grades 6 to 8) effectively remediate computational skills and conceptual understanding needed to
undertake high school-level math courses with confidence.

Math Foundations I empowers students to progress at their optimum pace through over 80 semester hours of
interactive instruction and assessment spanning 3rd- to 5th-grade math skills. Carefully paced, guided instruction
is accompanied by interactive practice that is engaging and accessible. Formative assessments help students to
understand areas of weakness and improve performance, while summative assessments chart progress and skill
development. Early in the course, students develop general strategies for honing their problem-solving skills.
Subsequent units provide a problem-solving strand that asks students to practice applying specific math skills to
a variety of real-world contexts.

This course is built to the National Council of Teachers of Math (NCTM) April 2006 publication, Curricular
Focal Points for Prekindergarten through Grade 8 Mathematics: A Quest for Coherence, and is aligned with state
standards.
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Math Foundations Il

(enrollment by recommendation only)
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4143S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4143S2

Based on the NCTM Curricular Focal Points, Math Foundations II is designed to expedite student progress
in acquiring 6th- to 8th-grade skills. The course is appropriate for use as remediation at the high school level
or as middle school curriculum. The program simultaneously builds the computational skills and conceptual
understanding needed to undertake high school-level math courses with confidence.

The course’s carefully paced, guided instruction is accompanied by interactive practice that is engaging and
accessible. Formative assessments help students to understand areas of weakness and improve performance,
while summative assessments chart progress and skill development. Early in the course, students develop general
strategies for honing their problem-solving skills. Subsequent units provide a problem-solving strand that asks
students to practice applying specific math skills to a variety of real-world contexts.

This course is built to the National Council of Teachers of Math (NCTM) April 2006 publication, Curricular Focal
Points for Prekindergarten through Grade 8 Mathematics: A Quest for Coherence, and is aligned with state standards.

Level Up Numeracy
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4210A

Level Up Numeracy is designed to prepare students to be mathematically literate through the use of online core
and intervention support. ALEKS math, APEX tutorials, and number talks will be utilized to support an increase
in mathematical fluency. Students who fully participate will experience an increase in mathematical skill level. This
course is designed to support students to develop the numeracy skills needed to be successful in Pueblo School
District 60 online programs Students taking this course will gain in their ability to effectively engage in grade level
courses and to gain the necessary skills required to complete required math courses.

Algebra 1 ALEKS
1.0 credit (150 hours) Course Number: 4210AKS1

Algebra I builds students’ command of linear, quadratic, and exponential relationships. Students learn through
discovery and application, developing the skills they need to break down complex challenges and demonstrate
their knowledge in new situations. Course topics include problem-solving with basic equations and formulas;
an introduction to functions and problem solving; linear equations and systems of linear equations; exponents
and exponential functions; sequences and functions; descriptive statistics; polynomials and factoring; quadratic
equations and functions; and function transformations and inverses. This course supports students as they develop
computational fluency, deepen conceptual understanding, and apply Common Core’s mathematical practice skills.

This course is available as online or blended. In-person course begins every six weeks.

Geometry ALEKS
1.0 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 4310AKS1

Geometry builds upon students’ command of geometric relationships and formulating mathematical arguments.
Students learn through discovery and application, developing the skills they need to break down complex
challenges and demonstrate their knowledge in new situations. Course topics include reasoning, proof, and the
creation of sound mathematical arguments; points, lines, and angles; triangles and trigonometry; quadrilaterals
and other polygons; circles; congruence, similarity, transformations, and constructions; coordinate geometry; three-
dimensional solids; and applications of probability. This course supports all students as they develop computational
fluency and deepen conceptual understanding.

This course is available as online or blended. In-person course begins every six weeks.
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Science Courses

Science courses prepare students for the coursework they will encounter in a two-year college or four-year university
setting and/or the concepts and skills necessary to earn a professional certificate.

Student Science course choices should be determined based on admission requirements at specific universities,
colleges, or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness goals listed in the student’s ICAP. Most courses listed below meet
the NCAA coursework requirements and have been approved by NCAA. Students will need to inquire about
additional Career & Technical Education (CTE) science options for NCAA eligibility.

If students are planning to attend a 4-year college or university, they will need to know and understand which high
school Science courses will be accepted for college or university admission. Parents/Guardians should research
university admission requirements and speak to the students high school counselor when determining in which
science class to enroll. Students and parents/guardians should review the ICAP each year and then conference with
counselors and teacher for guidance and recommendations.

Additional Career & Technical Education (CTE) science options exist. When considering CTE options, students,
parents/guardians, teachers, and counselors need to review the ICAP and conference about scheduling in order to
make appropriate course recommendations and decisions.

The Science course guide contains the most up-to-date course descriptions. It is a Pueblo City Schools expectation
that all high school students have a minimum of 2 credits of Science to include coursework in physical, earth, and
life sciences in order to earn a high school diploma. College and university admission requirements recommend
3 credits of Science with 2 consisting of a lab. Please check with individual college or university admission
requirements for science credits needed.

During junior and senior years, students have the option to take various junior and senior level Science courses;
please reference the above course sequence as well as the course descriptions to determine the course best suited
for students. The following pages offer descriptions for each course listed.

The following 0.5 credit (75 hours) reflect the credit earned and approximate time to complete the course per
semester.
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Science Course Descriptions

Earth Science

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 3203S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 3203S2

Earth Science offers a focused curriculum that explores Earth’s composition, structure, processes, and history; its
atmosphere, freshwater, and oceans; and its environment in space.

Course topics include an exploration of the major cycles that affect every aspect of life, including weather, climate,
air movement, tectonics, volcanic eruptions, rocks, minerals, geologic history, Earth’s environment, sustainability,
and energy resources. Optional teacher-scored labs encourage students to apply the scientific method.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA).

Physical Science

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 3403S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 3403S2

Physical Science offers a focused curriculum designed around the understanding of critical physical science

concepts, including the nature and structure of matter, the characteristics of energy, and the mastery of critical
scientific skills.

Course topics include an introduction to kinematics, including gravity and two-dimensional motion; force;
momentum; waves; electricity; atoms; the periodic table of elements; molecular bonding; chemical reactivity; gases;
and an introduction to nuclear energy. Teacher-scored labs encourage students to apply the scientific method.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA).

Biology

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 311081
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 3110S2

Biology focuses on the mastery of basic biological concepts and models while building scientific inquiry skills and
exploring the connections between living things and their environment.

The course begins with an introduction to the nature of science and biology, including the major themes of
structure and function, matter and energy flow, systems, and the interconnectedness of life. Students then apply
those themes to the structure and function of the cell, cellular metabolism, and biogeochemical cycles. Building
on this foundation, students explore the connections and interactions between living things by studying genetics,
ecosystems and natural selection, and evolution. The course ends with an applied look at human biology.

Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein students learn to ask scientific questions,
form and test hypotheses, and use logic and evidence to draw conclusions about the concepts.

Lab activities reinforce critical thinking, writing, and communication skills and help students develop a deeper
understanding of the nature of science.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the National Science Education Standards (NSES).
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Chemistry Course Number: 3603
1 credit (150 hours)

Chemistry offers a curriculum that emphasizes students’ understanding of fundamental chemistry concepts while
helping them acquire tools to be conversant in a society highly influenced by science and technology.

The course provides students with opportunities to learn and practice critical scientific skills within the context of
relevant scientific questions. Topics include the nature of science, the importance of chemistry to society, atomic
structure, bonding in matter, chemical reactions, redox reactions, electrochemistry, phases of matter, equilibrium
and kinetics, acids and bases, thermodynamics, quantum mechanics, nuclear reactions, organic chemistry, and
alternative energy.

Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein students learn to ask scientific questions,
form and test hypotheses, and use logic and evidence to draw conclusions about concepts. Lab activities reinforce
critical thinking, writing, and communication skills and help students develop a deeper understanding of the
nature of science.

Throughout this course, students are given an opportunity to understand how chemistry concepts are applied in
technology and engineering. Journal and Practice activities provide additional opportunities for students to apply
learned concepts and practice their writing skills.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) Project 2061 benchmarks and the National Science Education Standards.

Physics Course Number: 3703
1 credit (150 hours)

Physics offers a curriculum that emphasizes students’ understanding of fundamental physics concepts while helping
them acquire tools to be conversant in a society highly influenced by science and technology.

The course provides students with opportunities to learn and practice critical scientific skills within the context of
relevant scientific questions. Topics include the nature of science, math for physics, energy, kinematics, force and
motion, momentum, gravitation, chemistry for physics, thermodynamics, electricity, magnetism, waves, nuclear
physics, quantum physics, and cosmology.

Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein students learn to ask scientific questions,
form and test hypotheses, and use logic and evidence to draw conclusions about the concepts. Lab activities
reinforce critical thinking, writing, and communication skills and help students develop a deeper understanding
of the nature of science.

Throughout this course, students are given an opportunity to understand how physics concepts are applied in
technology and engineering. Journal and Practice activities provide additional opportunities for students to apply
learned concepts and practice their writing skills.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) Project 2061 benchmarks and the National Science Education Standards.
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Environmental Science
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 350351
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 3503S2

Environmental Science explores the biological, physical, and sociological principles related to the environment in
which organisms live on Earth, the biosphere. Course topics include natural systems on Earth, biogeochemical cycles,
the nature of matter and energy, the flow of matter and energy through living systems, populations, communities,
ecosystems, ecological pyramids, renewable and non-renewable natural resources, land use, biodiversity, pollution,
conservation, sustainability, and human impacts on the environment.

The course provides students with opportunities to learn and practice scientific skills within the context of relevant
scientific questions. Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein students learn to ask
scientific questions, deconstruct claims, form and test hypotheses, and use logic and evidence to draw conclusions
about the concepts. Case studies of current environmental challenges introduce each content lesson and acquaint
students with real-life environmental issues, debates, and solutions. Lab activities reinforce critical thinking, writing,
and communication skills and help students develop a deeper understanding of the nature of science. Virtual Lab
activities enable students to engage in investigations that require long periods of observation at remote locations
and to explore simulations that enable environmental scientists to test predictions. Throughout this course,
students are given an opportunity to understand how biology, earth science, and physical science are applied to
the study of the environment and how technology and engineering are contributing solutions for studying and
creating a sustainable biosphere.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the NGSS standards for life science, earth science, physical
science, and engineering, technology, and society.

AP Biology Course Number: 3813

1 credit (150 hours)

AP Biology builds students’ understanding of biology on both the micro and macro scales. After studying cell
biology, students move on to understand how evolution drives the diversity and unity of life. Students will examine
how living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information and how organisms utilize free energy.
The equivalent of an introductory college-level biology course, AP Biology prepares students for the AP exam and
for further study in science, health sciences, or engineering.

The AP Biology course provides a learning experience focused on allowing students to develop their critical
thinking skills and cognitive strategies. Frequent no- and low-stakes assessments allow students to measure their
comprehension and improve their performance as they progress through each activity. Students regularly engage
with primary sources, allowing them to practice the critical reading and analysis skills that they will need in order to
pass the AP exam and succeed in a college biology course. Students perform hands-on labs that give them insight
into the nature of science and help them understand biological concepts, as well as how evidence can be obtained
to support those concepts. Students also complete several virtual lab studies in which they form hypotheses; collect,
analyze, and manipulate data; and report their findings and conclusions. During both virtual and traditional
lab investigations and research opportunities, students summarize their findings and analyze others’ findings in
summaries, using statistical and mathematical calculations when appropriate. Summative tests are offered at the
end of each unit as well as at the end of each semester, and contain objective and constructed response items.
Robust scaffolding, rigorous instruction, relevant material and regular active learning opportunities ensure that
students can achieve mastery of the skills necessary to excel on the AP exam.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.

AP Chemistry Course Number: 3823
1 credit (150 hours)

AP Chemistry builds students’ understanding of the nature and reactivity of matter. After studying chemical
reactions and electrochemistry, students move on to understand how the chemical and physical properties of
materials can be explained by the structure and arrangements of the molecules and the forces between those
molecules. Students will examine the laws of thermodynamics, molecular collisions, and the reorganization of
matter in order to understand how changes in matter take place. Finally, students will explore chemical equilibria,
including acid-base equilibria. The equivalent of an introductory college-level chemistry course, AP Chemistry
prepares students for the AP exam and for further study in science, health sciences, or engineering.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.
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AP Environmental Science Course Number: 3803
1 credit (150 hours)

AP Environmental Science provides students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required
to understand the interrelationships of the natural world. The course draws upon various disciplines, including
geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography in order to explore a
variety of environmental topics. Topics explored include natural systems on Earth; biogeochemical cycles; the nature
of matter and energy; the flow of matter and energy through living systems; populations; communities; ecosystems;
ecological pyramids; renewable and nonrenewable resources, land use, biodiversity, pollution, conservation,
sustainability, and human impacts on the environment. The equivalent of an introductory college-level science
course, AP Environmental Science prepares students for the AP exam and for further study in science, health
sciences, or engineering.

The AP Environmental Science course provides a learning experience focused on allowing students to develop
their critical thinking skills and cognitive strategies. Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction,
wherein students learn to ask scientific questions, deconstruct claims, form and test hypotheses, and use logic
and evidence to draw conclusions about the concepts. Frequent no- and low-stakes assessments allow students to
measure their comprehension and improve their performance as they progress through each activity.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.

Science Foundations Course Number: 3103

1 credit (150 hours) (enroliment by recommendation only)

Science Foundations provides students with opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills, and strategies necessary
for success in rigorous high school science courses. The course is appropriate for use as remediation at the high
school level or as a bridge to high school.

Science Foundations is a two-semester course, with each semester containing 10 mini-units. Each mini-unit is
composed of three lessons. The first lesson focuses on key concepts found in Earth science, physical science, and
life science. The second lesson reinforces reading and math skills students need to be successful with the content
introduced in the first lesson. The third lesson introduces scientific inquiry and critical thinking skills that will
help students thrive in science as well as other disciplines. Carefully paced, guided instruction is accompanied by
engaging and accessible interactive practice. Checkup activities provide an opportunity to review content prior
to assessment. Practice activities offer an opportunity to apply concepts that were presented in Study activities.

This course is built to the National Science Education Standards (NSES) for middle school science.
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Social Studies Courses

Social Studies courses prepare students for the coursework they will encounter in a two-year college or four-year
university setting and/or the concepts and skills necessary to earn a professional certificate.

Student Social Studies course choices should be determined based on admission requirements at specific
universities or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness goals listed in the student’s ICAP. Most courses listed below
meet the NCAA coursework requirements and have been approved by NCAA. Students will need to inquire about
additional Career & Technical Education (CTE) social studies options for NCAA eligibility.

If students are planning to attend a 4-year college or university, it is highly recommended they enroll in a World
History course prior to graduation. Parents/Guardians should research university admission requirements and
speak to the student’s high school counselor when determining in which Social Studies class to enroll. Students
and parents/guardians should review the ICAP each year and then conference with counselors and teachers for
guidance and recommendations.

The Social Studies course guide contains the most up-to-date course descriptions. It is a Pueblo City Schools
expectation that all high school students have a minimum of 2 credits of Social Studies to include a U.S. History
course completed before earning a high school diploma. College and university admission requirements
recommend 3 credits of Social Studies. Please check with individual college or university admission requirements
for Social Studies credits needed.

Once students successfully complete their Freshmen and Sophomore courses, they may choose any of the courses
offered during Junior and Senior years. Career & Technical Education (CTE) and Concurrent Enrollment social
studies options exist. When considering these options, students, parents/guardians, teachers, and counselors need
to review the ICAP and conference about scheduling in order to make appropriate course recommendations and
decisions.

During junior and senior years, students have the option to take various junior and senior level Social Studies
courses; please reference the above course sequence as well as the course descriptions to determine the course best
suited for students. The following pages offer descriptions for each course listed.

The following 0.5 credit (75 hours) reflect the credit earned and approximate time to complete the course per
semester.
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Social Studies Course Descriptions

Geography and World Cultures Course Number: 2163

0.5 credit (75 hours) (enroliment by recommendation only)

Geography and World Cultures offers a tightly focused and scaffolded curriculum that enables students to explore
how geographic features, human relationships, political and social structures, economics, science and technology,
and the arts have developed and influenced life in countries around the world. Along the way, students are given
rigorous instruction on how to read maps, charts, and graphs, and how to create them.

Geography and World Cultures is based on standards from the National Council for History Education (1997),
the National Center for History in the Schools (1996), and the National Council for Social Studies (1994) and is
aligned to state standards.

Geography and World Cultures is designed as the first course in the social studies sequence. It develops note-
taking skills, teaches the basic elements of analytic writing, and introduces students to the close examination of
primary document.

Modern World History from 1600
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 2703S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 270352

In Modern World History from 1600, students study the major turning points that shaped the modern world
including the Enlightenment, industrialization, imperialism, nationalism, political revolutions, the world wars,
the Cold War, decolonization, and globalization. By presenting content from multiple perspectives and through
diverse primary and secondary source materials, this course provides students with a solid foundation in the history
of the modern era and prepares students to be active and informed citizens of the world.

U.S. History since the Civil War
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 2113S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 211352

This course traces the nation’s history from the end of the Civil War to the present. It describes the emergence
of the United States as an industrial nation, highlighting social policy as well as its role in modern world affairs.

Students evaluate the attempts to bind the nation together during Reconstruction while also exploring the growth
of an industrial economy. Moving into the 20th and 21st centuries, students probe the economic and diplomatic
interactions between the United States and other world players while investigating how the world wars, the Cold
War, and the “information revolution” affected the lives of ordinary Americans. Woven through this chronological
sequence is a strong focus on the changing conditions of women, African Americans, and other minority groups.

The course emphasizes the development of historical analysis skills such as comparing and contrasting,
differentiating between facts and interpretations, considering multiple perspectives, and analyzing cause-and-
effect relationships. These skills are applied to text interpretation and in written assignments that guide learners
step-by-step through problem-solving activities.

This course is built to state standards and standards from the National Council for History Education (1997), the
National Center for History in the Schools (1996), and the National Council for Social Studies (1994).
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U.S.

Government and Politics Course Number: 240352

0.5 credit (75 hours)

U.S. and Global Economics offers a tightly focused and scaffolded curriculum that provides an introduction to
key economic principles. The course covers fundamental properties of economics, including an examination of
markets from both historical and current perspectives; the basics of supply and demand; the theories of early
economic philosophers such as Adam Smith and David Ricardo; theories of value; the concept of money and how
it evolved; the role of banks, investment houses, and the Federal Reserve; Keynesian economics; the productivity,
wages, investment, and growth involved in capitalism; unemployment, inflations, and the national debt; and a
survey of markets in areas such as China, Europe, and the Middle East.

U.S. and Global Economics is designed to fall in the fourth year of social studies instruction. Students perfect
their analytic writing through a scaffolded series of analytic assignments and written lesson tests. They also apply
basic mathematics to economic concepts. Students read selections from annotated primary documents and apply
those readings to the course content.

This course is built to state standards and standards from the National Council for History Education (1997), the
National Center for History in the Schools (1996), and the National Council for Social Studies (1994).

Economics Course Number: 2403S1
0.5 credit (75 hours)

U.S. and Global Economics offers a tightly focused and scaffolded curriculum that provides an introduction to
key economic principles. The course covers fundamental properties of economics, including an examination of
markets from both historical and current perspectives; the basics of supply and demand; the theories of early
economic philosophers such as Adam Smith and David Ricardo; theories of value; the concept of money and how
it evolved; the role of banks, investment houses, and the Federal Reserve; Keynesian economics; the productivity,
wages, investment, and growth involved in capitalism; unemployment, inflations, and the national debt; and a
survey of markets in areas such as China, Europe, and the Middle East.

U.S. and Global Economics is designed to fall in the fourth year of social studies instruction. Students perfect
their analytic writing through a scaffolded series of analytic assignments and written lesson tests. They also apply
basic mathematics to economic concepts. Students read selections from annotated primary documents and apply
those readings to the course content.

This course is built to state standards and standards from the National Council for History Education (1997), the
National Center for History in the Schools (1996), and the National Council for Social Studies (1994).

AP U.S. History Course Number: 2803
1 credit (150 hours)

In AP U.S. History, students investigate the development of American economics, politics, and culture through
historical analysis grounded in primary sources, research, and writing. The equivalent of an introductory college-
level course, AP U.S. History prepares students for the AP exam and for further study in history, political science,
economics, sociology, and law.

Through the examination of historical themes and the application of historical thinking skills, students learn to
connect specific people, places, events, and ideas to the larger trends of U.S. history. Critical-reading activities,
feedback-rich instruction, and application-oriented assignments hone students’ ability to reason chronologically,
to interpret historical sources, and to construct well-supported historical arguments. Students write throughout the
course, responding to primary and secondary sources through journal entries, essays, and visual presentations of
historical content. In discussion activities, students respond to the positions of others while staking and defending
claims of their own. Robust scaffolding, rigorous instruction, relevant material, and regular opportunities for active
learning ensure that students can achieve mastery of the skills necessary to excel on the AP exam.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.
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Multicultural Studies Course Number: 2701
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Multicultural Studies is a one-semester elective history and sociology course that examines the United States as
a multicultural nation. The course emphasizes the perspectives of minority groups while allowing students from
all backgrounds to better understand and appreciate how race, culture and ethnicity, and identity contribute to
their experiences.

Major topics in the course include identity, immigration, assimilation and distinctiveness, power and oppression,
struggles for rights, regionalism, culture and the media, and the formation of new cultures.

In online Discussions and Polls, students reflect critically on their own experiences as well as those of others.
Interactive multimedia activities include personal and historical accounts to which students can respond using
methods of inquiry from history, sociology, and psychology. Written assignments and Journals provide opportunities
for students to practice and develop skills for thinking and communicating about race, culture, ethnicity, and
identity.

This course is built to the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Expectations of Excellence: Curriculum
Standards for Social Studies as well as the National Standards for History published by the National Center for
History in Schools (NCHS).

Sociology Course Number: 2721
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Sociology examines why people think and behave as they do in relationships, groups, institutions, and societies.

Major course topics include individual and group identity, social structures and institutions, social change, social
stratification, social dynamics in recent and current events, the effects of social change on individuals, and the
research methods used by social scientists.

In online discussions and polls, students reflect critically on their own experiences and ideas, as well as on the
ideas of sociologists. Interactive multimedia activities include personal and historical accounts to which students
can respond, using methods of inquiry from sociology. Written assignments provide opportunities to practice and
develop skills in thinking and communicating about human relationships, individual and group identity, and all
other major course topics.

This course is built to the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Expectations of Excellence: Curriculum
Standards for Social Studies.

Psycholo Course Number: 2711
Y gy
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Psychology provides a solid overview of the field’s major domains: methods, biopsychology, cognitive and
developmental psychology, and variations in individual and group behavior.

By focusing on significant scientific research and on the questions that are most important to psychologists, students
see psychology as an evolving science. Each topic clusters around challenge questions, such as “What is happiness?”
Students answer these questions before, during, and after they interact with direct instruction.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the American Psychological Association’s National Standards

for High School Psychology Curricula. The teaching methods draw from the National Science Teachers Association
(NSTA) teaching standards.

AP Psychology Course Number: 2841
0.5 credit (75 hours)

AP Psychology provides an overview of current psychological research methods and theories. Students will explore
the therapies used by professional counselors and clinical psychologists and examine the reasons for normal
human reactions: how people learn and think, the process of human development and human aggression,
altruism, intimacy, and self-reflection. They will study core psychological concepts, such as the brain and sense
functions, and learn to gauge human reactions, gather information, and form meaningful syntheses. Along the
way, students will also investigate relevant concepts like study skills and information retention. The equivalent
of an introductory college-level survey course, AP Psychology prepares students for the AP exam and for further
studies in psychology or life sciences.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.
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AP Macroeconomics Course Number: 2821
0.5 credit (75 hours)

AP Macroeconomics students learn why and how the world economy can change from month to month, how to
identify trends in our economy, and how to use those trends to develop performance measures and predictors of
economic growth or decline. They’ll also examine how individuals, institutions, and influences affect people, and
how those factors can impact everyone’s life through employment rates, government spending, inflation, taxes,
and production. The equivalent of a 100-level college-level class, this course prepares students for the AP exam
and for further study in business, political science and history.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.

AP Microeconomics Course Number: 2831
0.5 credit (75 hours)

AP Microeconomics studies the behavior of individuals and businesses as they exchange goods and services in
the marketplace. Students will learn why the same product costs different amounts at different stores, in different
cities, at different times. They’ll also learn to spot patterns in economic behavior and how to use those patterns to
explain buyer and seller behavior under various conditions. Microeconomics studies the economic way of thinking,
understanding the nature and function of markets, the role of scarcity and competition, the influence of factors
such as interest rates on business decisions, and the role of government in promoting a healthy economy. The
equivalent of a 100-level college course, AP Microeconomics prepares students for the AP exam and for further
study in business, history, and political science.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.
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World Language Courses

World Language courses prepare students for the coursework they will encounter in a two-year college or four-year
university setting and/or the concepts and skills necessary to earn a professional certificate.

Student World Language course choices should be determined based on admission requirements at specific
universities, colleges, or Postsecondary Workforce Readiness goals listed in the student’s ICAP. Most courses listed
below meet the NCAA coursework requirements and have been approved by NCAA.

If students are planning to attend a 4-year college or university, students and parents/guardians will need to
know and understand university admission requirements and speak to the student’s high school counselor when
determining World Language enrollment. Students and parents/guardians should review the ICAP each year and
then conference with counselors and teachers for guidance and recommendations.

The high school World Language Course guide contains the most up-to-date course descriptions. It is highly
recommended that college bound students take 2-3 consecutive years of a World Language prior to graduation. After
successful completion of a Level 2 course, students have a variety of options in Levels 3 and 4.

Parents/Guardians should research university admission requirements and speak to the student’s high school
counselor when determining World Language enrollment. Students and parents/guardians should review the ICAP
each year and then conference with counselors and teachers for guidance and recommendations.

The following 0.5 credit (75 hours) reflect the credit earned and approximate time to complete the course per
semester.
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World Language Course Descriptions

French | Course Number: 5203
1 credit (150 hours)

French I teaches students to greet people, describe family and friends, talk about hobbies, and communicate
about other topics, such as sports, travel, and medicine. Each lesson presents vocabulary, grammar, and culture
in context, followed by explanations and exercises. Vocabulary includes terms to describe school subjects, parts
of the body, and people, as well as idiomatic phrases. Instruction in language structure and grammar includes the
verb system, adjective agreement, formal and informal address, reflexive verbs, and past tense. Students also gain
an understanding of the cultures of French-speaking countries and regions within and outside Europe, as well as
insight into Francophone culture and people.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards.

French Il Course Number: 5213
1 credit (150 hours)

French II teaches students to communicate more confidently about themselves, as well as about topics beyond
their own lives - both in formal and informal address. Each lesson presents vocabulary, grammar, and culture in
context, followed by explanations and exercises. Vocabulary includes terms in cooking, geography, and architecture.
Instruction in language structure and grammar includes present- and past-tense verb forms and uses, negation,
and direct and indirect objects. Students deepen their knowledge of French-speaking regions and cultures by
learning about history, literature, culture, and contemporary issues.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards.

Spanish |

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 5103S1

0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 5103S2
Spanish I teaches students to greet people, describe family and friends, talk about hobbies, and communicate about
other topics, such as home life, occupations, travel, and medicine. Each lesson presents vocabulary, grammar, and
culture in context, followed by explanations and exercises. Vocabulary includes terms to describe school subjects,
parts of the body, and people, as well as idiomatic phrases. Instruction in language structure and grammar includes
the structures and uses of present-tense verb forms, imperatives, adjective agreement, impersonal constructions,
formal and informal address, and reflexive verbs. Students explore words used in different Spanish-speaking regions
and learn about the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries and regions within and outside Europe.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards.

Spanish I
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 5113581
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 5113S2
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 1 or proficiency exam

Building on Spanish I concepts, Spanish II students learn to communicate more confidently about themselves, as
well as about topics beyond their own lives - both in formal and informal situations. Each lesson presents vocabulary,
grammar, and culture in context, followed by explanations and exercises. Students expand their vocabulary in
topics such as cooking, ecology, geography, and architecture. Instruction in language structure and grammar
includes a review of present-tense verb forms, an introduction to the past tense, the conditional mood, imperatives,
impersonal constructions, and reported speech. Students deepen their knowledge of Spanish-speaking regions
and cultures by learning about history, literature, culture, and contemporary issues.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards.
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Spanish 1l Course Number: 5123

1 credit (150 hours)

In Spanish III, students build upon the skills and knowledge they acquired in Spanish I and II. The course presents
new vocabulary and grammatical concepts in context while providing students with ample opportunities to review
and expand upon the material they have learned previously.

Students read and listen to authentic materials from newspapers, magazines, and television. The contentis focused
on contemporary and relevant topics such as urbanization and population growth in Latin American countries,
global health concerns, jobs of the future, and scientific advancements. The materials engage students as they
improve their command of Spanish.

Students review the formation and use of regular and irregular verbs in the present and future tenses, as well as the
use of reflexive particles and infinitives. They also expand their understanding of noun and adjective agreement,
the comparative and superlative degree of adjectives, and the placement and use of direct and indirect objects
and pronouns. Students expand their vocabulary through exposure to word roots and families, popular slang, the
correct use of words that are often confused for one another, and review of concepts such as proper placement
of accents and stress.

Presentation of new materials is always followed by several interactive, online exercises, allowing students to master
the material as they learn it. Teacher-scored activities provide students with opportunities to use their new Spanish
skills both orally and in writing. Discussion activities allow students to interact with their peers in the target language.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) standards.

AP Spanish Language & Culture Course Number: 5803

1 credit (150 hours)

AP Spanish Language students practice perfecting their Spanish speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills.
They study vocabulary, grammar, and cultural aspects of the language, and then apply what they learn in extensive
written and spoken exercises. The course addresses the broad themes of Global Challenges, Science and Technology,
Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, Families and Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics. By the
end of the course, students will have an expansive vocabulary, a solid, working knowledge of all verb forms and
tenses, strong command of other language structures, and an ability to use language in many different contexts
and for varied purposes. The equivalent of a college-level language course, AP Spanish Language prepares students
for the AP exam and for further study of Spanish language, culture, or literature.

This course has been authorized by the College Board® to use the AP designation.
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Physical Education/Health Courses

Itis a Pueblo City Schools expectation that all high school students have 1 credit of Physical Education and
Comprehensive Health in order to graduate. A waiver of requirement for one-half Physical Education credit may be
granted for participation in an entire season of any interscholastic sport included in the PCS athletic program. The
designated one-half credit would then be added to the elective credit.

The following 0.5 credit (75 hours) reflect the credit earned and approximate time to complete the course per
semester.

Physical Education/Health Course Descriptions

Health Course Number: 0111
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Health is a valuable, skills-based health education course designed for general education in grades 9 through
12. Health helps students develop knowledge, attitudes, and essential skills in a variety of health-related subjects,
including mental and emotional health, social health, nutrition, physical fitness, substance use and abuse, disease
prevention and treatment, and injury prevention and safety.

Through use of accessible information, realistic interactivities, and project-based learning, students apply the skills
they need to stay healthy. These skills include identifying and accessing valid health information, practicing self-
management, identifying internal and external influences, communicating effectively, making healthy decisions,
setting goals, and advocating. Students who complete Health build the skills they need to protect, enhance, and
promote their own health and the health of others.

This course is built to the National Health Standards (SHAPE) and is aligned to state standards.

Physical Education Course Number: 0101
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Physical Education combines the best of online instruction with actual student participation in weekly cardiovascular,
aerobic, and muscle toning activities. The course promotes a keen understanding of the value of physical fitness
and aims to motivate students to participate in physical activities throughout their lives.

Specific areas of study include: Cardiovascular exercise and care, safe exercising, building muscle strength and
endurance, injury prevention, fitness skills and FITT benchmarks, goal setting, nutrition and diet (vitamins and
minerals, food labels, evaluation product claims), and stress management. The course requires routine participation
in adult-supervised physical activities. Successful completion of this course will require parent/legal guardian
sign-off on student-selected physical activities and on weekly participation reports to verify the student is meeting
his or her requirements and responsibilities.

Physical Education is aligned to national and state standards and the Presidential Council on Physical Fitness and
Sports.

PAGE B4

DUTCH CLARK DIGITAL at Paragon / COURSE DESCRIPTION GUIDE 2023-24



Elective Course Offerings

Paragon offers elective courses to enhance a student’s academic experience. These courses require students to be
responsible, accountable, and/or reliable based on the expectations of each course. These additional courses count
toward elective credit only.

The following 0.5 credit (75 hours) reflect the credit earned and approximate time to complete the course per
semester.

Discovery Course Number: 9303
1 credit (150 hours)

Discovery is a concrete, skills-based curriculum that creates positive change in students. Through this program,
students can develop may of the social skills necessary to be successful in school and in life. The Discovery Program
has helped many students with problems like apathy, violence, low academic achievement, and poor attendance.
Students are concurrently enrolled in Writing Skills and Strategies and Discovery.

Art Appreciation Course Number: 7101
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Art Appreciation is a survey of the history of Western visual arts, with a primary focus on painting. Students begin
with an introduction to the basic principles of painting and learn how to critique and compare works of art. Students
then explore prehistoric and early Greek and Roman art before they move on to the Middle Ages. Emphasis is
placed on the Renaissance and the principles and masters that emerged in Italy and northern Europe. Students
continue their art tour with the United States during the 20th century, a time of great innovation as abstract art
took center stage. While Western artis the course’s primary focus, students will finish the course by studying artistic
traditions from Africa, Asia, Oceania, and the Americas.

Coverage of each artistic movement highlights historical context and introduces students to key artists that represent
avariety of geographic locations. Throughout the course, students apply what they have learned about art critique
to analyze and evaluate both individual artists and individual works of art.

This course is built to national standards developed by the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations, as
well as key state standards. It encompasses a variety of skills to enable students to critique, compare, and perhaps
influence their own works of art.

Music Appreciation
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 7303S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 7303S2

Music Appreciation is a streamlined course that introduces students to the history, theory, and genres of music,
from the most primitive surviving examples, through the classical to the most contemporary in the world at large.
The course is offered in a two-semester format. The first semester covers primitive musical forms and classical
music. The second semester presents the rich modern traditions, including American jazz, gospel, folk, soul, blues,
Latin rhythms, rock and roll, and hip-hop.

The course explores the interface of music and social movements and examines how the emergent global society
and the Internet bring musical forms together in new ways from all around the world.
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College and Career Preparation | Course Number: 6101
0.5 credit (75 hours)

High school students have many questions about the college application process, what it takes to be a successful
college student, and how to begin thinking about their careers.

In College and Career Preparation I, students obtain a deeper understanding of what it means to be ready for
college. Students are informed about the importance of high school performance in college admissions and how
to prepare for college testing. They know the types of schools and degrees they may choose to pursue after high
school and gain wide exposure to the financial resources available that make college attainable.

Career readiness is also a focus. Students connect the link between interests, college majors, and future careers
by analyzing career clusters. Students come away from this course understanding how smart preparation and
skill development in high school can lead into expansive career opportunities after they have completed their
education and are ready for the working world.

Students who complete College and Career Preparation I have the basic skills and foundation of knowledge to
progress into College and Career Preparation II, the capstone course that provides hands-on information about
the transition from high school to college and career.

This course is built to the American School Counselors Association National Standards for school counseling
programs.

College and Career Preparation Il Course Number: 6111
0.5 credit (75 hours)

High school students have many questions about the college application process, what it takes to be a successful
college student, and how to begin thinking about their careers.

College and Career Preparation II builds on the lessons and skills in College and Career Preparation 1. The
course provides a step-by-step guide to choosing a college. It walks students through the process of filling out an
application, including opportunities to practice, and takes an in-depth look at the various college-admission tests
and assessments, as well financial aid options.

College and Career Preparation Il also instructs students in interviewing techniques and provides career guidance.
Students explore valuable opportunities such as job shadowing and internships when preparing for a career.

Students who complete this course obtain a deeper understanding of college and career readiness through
informative, interactive critical thinking and analysis activities while sharpening their time management,
organization, and learning skills that they learned in College and Career Preparation I.

College and Career Preparation II prepares students with the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and

beyond.
This course is built to the American School Counselors Association National Standards for school counseling
programs.

Business Applications Course Number: 6301

0.5 credit (75 hours)

Business Applications prepares students to succeed in the workplace. Students begin by establishing an awareness
of the roles essential to an organization’s success, and then work to develop an understanding of professional
communications and leadership skills. In doing so, students gain proficiency with word processing, email, and
presentation management software.

This course allows students to explore careers in business while learning skills applicable to any professional
setting. Through a series of hands-on activities, students will create, analyze, and critique reports, letters, project
plans, presentations, and other professional communications. Regular engagement in active learning ensures
students can continually refine the skills necessary to prepare them for work. In addition, students will evaluate
the qualifications required for specific careers so they can identify opportunities that are of interest to them.

Business Applications is an introductory level Career and Technical Education course applicable to programs
of study in business, management, and administration; information technology; and other career clusters. This
course is built to state and national standards. Students who successfully complete the course can go on to obtain
the Microsoft® Office Specialist: Microsoft® Office Word certification.*

*Microsoft is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.
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Computer Applications Course Number: 6311
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Computer Applications provides an introduction to software applications that prepares students to succeed in the
workplace and beyond. Students will develop an understanding of professional communications and leadership
skills while gaining proficiency with word processing, email, and presentation management software. Students
will also be able to demonstrate digital literacy through basic study web publishing and design, spreadsheets and
database software.

This course allows students to explore careers in the fields of business and information technology while learning
skills applicable to any professional setting. Through a series of hands-on activities, students will create, analyze, and
critique reports, letters, project plans, presentations, and other professional communications. Regular engagement
in active learning ensures students can continually refine the skills necessary to prepare them for work. In addition,
students will evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers so they can identify opportunities that are
of interest to them.

Computer Applications is an introductory level Career and Technical Education course applicable to programs
of study in Business Management and Administration, Information Technology, and other career clusters. This
course is built to state and national standards.

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6403S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6403S2

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance provides the knowledge and skills students need for careers in
business and marketing. Students begin exploring roles and functions that business and marketing play in a global
society, develop an understanding of the market place, as well as understanding product placement and promotion.

Students analyze the impact of government, legal systems, and organized labor on business; develop an
understanding of business communications and management; and explore legal, ethical, and financial issues in
business and marketing. Furthermore, students delve into basic economic concepts including personal finance,
economic systems, cost-profit relationships, and economic indicators and trends.

Using hands-on activities, students reinforce, apply and transfer academic knowledge and skills to a variety of
interesting and relevant real-world inspired scenarios. This course focuses on developing knowledge and skills
around marketing, pricing, distribution and management, while also focusing on economics and interpersonal
skills. This course also addresses exploring career options in business and marketing as well as securing and
keeping a job.

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance is a full-year Career and Technical course for programs of study
in Business Administration and Management.
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Principles of Information Technology
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6303S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6303S2

Principles of Information Technology prepares students to succeed in the workplace. Students begin by establishing
an awareness of the roles essential to an organization’s success, and then work to develop an understanding of
professional communications and leadership skills. In doing so, students gain proficiency with word processing,
email, and presentation management software. Students will also be able to demonstrate digital literacy through
basic study of computer hardware, operating systems, networking, the Internet, web publishing, spreadsheets and
database software.

This course allows students to explore careers in information technology and business while learning skills
applicable to any professional setting. Through a series of hands-on activities, students will create, analyze, and
critique reports, letters, project plans, presentations, and other professional communications. Students will learn
what to expect in the field of Information Technology and begin exploring career options in the field. Regular
engagementin active learning ensures students can continually refine the skills necessary to prepare them for work.
In addition, students will evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers so they can identify opportunities
that are of interest to them.

Principles of Information Technology is a full-year introductory Career and Technical Education course applicable
to programs of study in business, management, and administration; information technology; and other career
clusters. This course is built to state and national standards. Students who successfully complete the course will
be prepared to pursue the Microsoft® Office Specialist certifications in Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel and
Microsoft Access*, as well as IC3 certification.

*Microsoft is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.

Principles of Health Science
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6203S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6203S2

Principles of Health Science provides knowledge and skills students need for careers in health care. Students
explore the services, structure, and professions of the health care system and get guidance on choosing a specific
career path in health services, including career paths in emergency medicine, nutrition, and alternative medicine.

Students focus on day-to-day skills and expectations for health professionals, which include promoting wellness,
maintaining a safe environment, creating medical records, and practicing good communication, collaboration,
and leadership. In addition, students will expand their understanding of health and safety systems, how to address
emergency situations, and deal with infection control issues. Students will also explore topics in medical science,
terminology, procedures, and regulations - including an overview of physiology and medical measurements.

Using real-life scenarios and application-driven activities, students learn the responsibilities and challenges of being
health care professionals and deepen their knowledge of various career options. In addition to building their
understanding of technical concepts and skills, students evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers
and develop personal career plans to pursue work in the health care industry and extend their knowledge of oral
and written communication in health science.

Principles of Health Science is a full-year Career and Technical Education course for programs of study in health
sciences. This course is built to state and national standards.

PAGE b8

DUTCH CLARK DIGITAL at Paragon / COURSE DESCRIPTION GUIDE 2023-24



Introduction to Business and Technology
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 633151
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 633152

SIntroduction to Business and Technology provides the foundational knowledge and skills students need for
careers in business and technology. Throughout the course, students gain a knowledge of business principles and
communication skills, an understanding of the impact of financial and marketing decisions, and proficiency in
the technologies required by business. Students will also learn the essentials of working in a business environment,
managing a business, and owning a business.

This course allows students to explore careers in business and information technology while learning skills
applicable to any professional setting. Through a variety of hands-on activities, students will engage with word
processing, presentation, and spreadsheet software and explore operating systems, networking, and the Internet.
Regular engagement in active learning ensures students can continually refine the skills necessary to prepare them
for work. In addition, students will evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers so they can identify
opportunities of interest to them.

Introduction to Business and Technology is a full-year introductory Career and Technical Education course
applicable to programs of study in the Business, Management and Administration and Information Technology
career clusters, as well as other career clusters. This course is built to state and national standards. Students who
successfully complete the course will be prepared to pursue certifications such as Microsoft® Office Specialist
certifications in Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Access, as well as IC3 certification.

Legal Environment of Business Course Number: 6503
1 credit (150 hours)

Legal Environment of Business examines the role of the law on all aspects of business ownership and management.
Throughout the course, students focus on legal ethics, court procedures, torts, contracts, consumer law, property
law, employment law, environmental law, and international law. Students also explore the impact of laws, regulations,
and judicial decisions on society at large.

This course allows students to explore careers in business while learning skills applicable to any professional
setting. Through a series of hands-on activities, students will prepare legal documents, create a compliance plan,
and research consumer protection issues. Regular engagement in active learning ensures students can continually
refine the skills necessary to prepare them for work. In addition, students will evaluate the qualifications required
for specific careers so they can identify opportunities of interest to them.

Legal Environment of Business is a full-year intermediate or capstone Career and Technical Education course
applicable to programs of study in the Business, Management and Administration career cluster. This course is
built to state and national standards. Students who successfully complete the course will be prepared to pursue
certifications such as Accredited Legal Professional, Certified Administrative Manager, or Certified Associate in
Project Management®.

Human Resources Principles
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6603S1
0.5 credit (75 hours) Course Number: 6603S2

Human Resources Principles examines the main functions of human resources management, including planning,
recruitment, selection, training, development, compensation, and evaluation. In so doing, the course provides
students with the tools to hire, manage, and fire employees. Students will also explore the unique role of human
resources in the larger organization.

This course allows students to explore careers in business while learning skills applicable to any professional setting.
Through a series of hands-on activities, students will create a recruiting plan, develop a strategy to promote a positive
organizational culture, and analyze the impact of globalization on the human resources. Regular engagement in
active learning ensures students can continually refine the skills necessary to prepare them for work. In addition,
students will evaluate the qualifications required for specific careers so they can identify opportunities of interest
to them.

Human Resources Principles is a full-year intermediate or capstone Career and Technical Education course
applicable to programs of study in the Business, Management and Administration career cluster. This course is
built to state and national standards. Students who successfully complete the course will be prepared to pursue
certifications such as Associate Professional in Human Resources TM, Certified Administrative Manager, or Certified
Associate in Project Management (CAPM)®.
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Career Connections Internship Course Number: 6200
Credit varies

Prerequisite: Currently or previously enrolled in a career and technical education course

The internship provides student the opportunity to gain work experience in a business setting. Students receive
credit and are paid to work. Class credit and work experience credit are granted separately:

100 hours = .5 credit
200 hours =1 credit
300 hours = 1.5 credits
400 hours = 2 credits

Individual Project Elective Course Number: 7102
.05 credit (75 hours)

This course allows you to create an individualized elective class based on your interests. This elective allows you to
take control of your education, starting with a simple idea. You and your teacher will need to sit down and plan
out your project using the design cycle! The project has to be specific, realistic, action oriented, measurable, and
fulfilled within one academic semester.

Student Council

0.5 Elective credit per semester (75 hours) Course Number: 9400
1 credit for full year enrollment (150 hours) Course Number: 94001

Student Council is a class composed of student who are elected or appointed to office by their peers. The course
includes such topics as government, authority of constitution, parliamentary procedure, collective responsibility,
work ethic, communication, leadership, problem solving, and conflict-resolution. Other activities include organizing
assemblies, holding elections, planning dances, and promoting strong, open student-faculty relationships as well
as working with the community. Any volunteer activities in which Student Council member participate will count
toward the Interscholastic Activity (ISA) graduation requirement each year.

Annual Staff
0.5 Elective credit per semester (75 hours) Course Number: 9500
1 credit for full year enrollment (150 hours) Course Number: 95001
Prerequisite: Teacher/counselor recommendation, B average in English courses, application process

Students in Annual Staff are responsible for compiling content for the high school year book. Activities include
photography, labeling, layout, and writing. Computer technology is a key focus of the course and must be a
strength for any student interested. Students must be disciplined and self-motivated as they will be required to meet
deadlines. Students who meet the prerequisite must fill out an application in order to be considered for the course.

Guitar Course Number: 75301
0.5 Elective credit (75 hours)

This class is open to all students who play or wish to play guitar. The class is mostly geared toward an independent
study environment allowing for different ability levels to be enrolled. Note reading will be taught and expected
in combination with weekly playing tests. Students will be required to purchase their own guitar and technique
book(s).

Digital Photography Course Number: 85701
0.5 Elective credit (75 hours)
Fees: Fees may be required

Students in this class will learn basic digital photography workflow skills. Each student will develop an understanding
of the technical development of photography from its beginnings to the digital age. Students will shoot, use
commercial software tools to modify and print photographs they have taken.
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Office Aide
0.25 Elective credit per semester (38 hours) Course Number: 9120
0.5 credit for full year enroliment (75 hours) Course Number: 94201
Prerequisite: Teacher/counselor recommendation

Student aides assist faculty and staff throughout the building during one class period during a school day.
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, word processing, filing, copying materials, and completing staff
directed tasks and duties. The different types of student aides include teacher aid, office aid, and media aid.

Please note: Student Aides is not a graded course earning a letter grade or quality points. Students receive an S
or U on report cards and transcripts which do not count toward the cumulative GPA. This choice will not count
as one of the minimum five courses in which students are expected to enroll.

Teacher Aide
0.25 Elective credit per semester (38 hours) Course Number: 9130
0.5 credit for full year enroliment (75 hours) Course Number: 91301
Prerequisite: Teacher/counselor recommendation

Student aides assist faculty and staff throughout the building during one class period during a school day.
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, word processing, filing, copying materials, and completing staff
directed tasks and duties. The different types of student aides include teacher aid, office aid, and media aid.

Please note: Student Aides is not a graded course earning a letter grade or quality points. Students receive an S
or U on report cards and transcripts which do not count toward the cumulative GPA. This choice will not count
as one of the minimum five courses in which students are expected to enroll.

Counselor Aide
0.25 Elective credit per semester (38 hours) Course Number: 940
0.5 credit for full year enroliment (75 hours) Course Number: 91401
Prerequisite: Teacher/counselor recommendation

Student aides assist faculty and staff throughout the building during one class period during a school day.
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, word processing, filing, copying materials, and completing staff
directed tasks and duties. The different types of student aides include teacher aid, office aid, and media aid.
Please note: Student Aides is not a graded course earning a letter grade or quality points. Students receive an S
or U on report cards and transcripts which do not count toward the cumulative GPA. This choice will not count
as one of the minimum five courses in which students are expected to enroll.

Media Aide
0.25 Elective credit per semester (38 hours) Course Number: 9150
0.5 credit for full year enroliment (75 hours) Course Number: 91501
Prerequisite: Teacher/counselor recommendation

Student aides assist faculty and staff throughout the building during one class period during a school day.
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, word processing, filing, copying materials, and completing staff
directed tasks and duties. The different types of student aides include teacher aid, office aid, and media aid.

Please note: Student Aides is not a graded course earning a letter grade or quality points. Students receive an S

or U on report cards and transcripts which do not count toward the cumulative GPA. This choice will not count
as one of the minimum five courses in which students are expected to enroll.

Connections 2023-24 Course Number: 9990
0.5 credit (75 hours)

Connections 101 is designed to help students adjust to online learning with a specific focus on how that will look
in Pueblo City Schools’ online programs. Students will gain exposure to the programs and platforms we use to
deliver education and learn what is expected of them as students. Other focuses of the class will be test success,
social and emotional learning, and healthy lifestyles.
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Learning”

Accounting | examines how to make decisions about planning, organizing, and allocating resources using accounting
>rocedures. Throughout the course, students focus on double-entry accounting; methods and principles of recording
business transactions; the preparation of various documents used in recording revenues, expenses, assets, and liabilities;
ind the preparation of financial statements.

"his course allows students to explore careers in accounting while learning skills applicable to any professional setting.
students willengage in project-based activities such as analyzing financial statements; implementing the accounts payable
ind accounts receivable process; and determining payroll expenses and taxes. Active learning ensures that

students continually focus on the technical and interpersonal skills necessary to prepare them for workplace. In addition,
students will evaluate the roles and qualifications required for specific accounting careers so they can identify opportunities
>f interest to them.

Accounting | is a full-year intermediate Career and Technical Education course applicable to programs of study in the
-inance or Business Management and Administration career clusters. This course is built to state and national CTE
standards. Students who successfully complete the course will be prepared to pursue certifications such as Associate in
Regulation and Compliance, Certified Management Accountant, or Certified Quality Auditor.

_ength: Two semesters

JNIT 1: WHAT IS ACCOUNTING?

e |Lesson 1. Introduction to Accounting

e | esson 2: Exploring Your Accounting Career
e | esson 3: Getting Involved

e | esson 4 What is Accounting? Wrap-Up

JNIT 2: WHAT IS THE ACCOUNTING CYCLE?

e [esson 1: An Introduction to the Accounting Cycle
® [ esson 2: Steps in the Accounting Cycle
e Lesson 3: Wrap-Up

JNIT 3: REGULATION AND ETHICS IN ACCOUNTING

e [esson 1: Accounting Regulation
e | esson 2: Ethics and Etiquette in Accounting
e Lesson 3: Wrap-Up

JNIT 4: WHAT ARE INTERNAL AND CASH CONTROLS?

e |Lesson 1. Internal and Cash Control
e |esson 2: A Closer Look at Cash Controls
e |Lesson 3: Wrap-Up

JNIT 5: MERCHANDISING BUSINESSES AND INVENTORIES

e |esson 1: Merchandising Businesses
e |Lesson 2: A Closer Look at Inventory
e Lesson 3: Wrap-Up

JNIT 6: SEMESTER 1 WRAP-UP

e Lesson 1. Semester1 Wrap-Up
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Learning”

Accounting Il builds on the foundation acquired in Accounting I, allowing students to extend their skills and knowledge in
‘he subject. The course focuses on various managerial, financial, and operational accounting activities that require the
‘ormulation, interpretation, and commmunication of financial information for use in management decision making. Students
vill use equations, graphical representations, accounting tools, spreadsheet software, and accounting systems in real-world
situations to maintain, monitor, control, and plan the use of financial resources.

"his course allows students to explore careers in accounting while learning financial skills applicable to any professional
setting. Students engage in project-based activities such as analyzing financial statements, implementing the accounts
>ayable and accounts receivable process, and determining payroll expenses and taxes. Active learning ensures that

students continually focus on the technical and interpersonal skills necessary to prepare them for workplace. In addition,
students evaluate the roles and qualifications required for specific accounting careers, so they can identify opportunities that
nterest them.

Accounting Il is a full-year advanced Career and Technical Education course applicable to programs of study in the Finance
»r Business Management and Administration career clusters. This course is built to state and national CTE

standards. Students who successfully complete the course will be prepared to pursue certifications such as Associate in
Regulation and Compliance, Certified Management Accountant, or Certified Quality Auditor.

_ength: Two semesters

JNIT 1: ACCOUNTING REGULATION AND ETHICS

e | esson 1: Accounting Regulation
e |esson 2: Ethics and Etiquette in Accounting
e Lesson 3: Wrap-Up

JNIT 2: OVERVIEW OF FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING

e |esson 1: The Accounting Cycle
e |esson 2: Assets, Liabilities, Revenues, and Expenses
e Lesson 3: Wrap-Up

JNIT 3: CORPORATIONS AND OTHER TYPES OF BUSINESSES

e |Lesson 1. Business Ownership
e |Lesson 2: Understanding Corporations
e Lesson 3: Wrap Up

JNIT 4: FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

e |esson 1: Preparing Financial Statements
e | esson 2: Analyzing Financial Statements
e Lesson 3: Wrap Up

JNIT 5: SEMESTER 1 WRAP-UP

e Lesson l:Semester1 Wrap-Up

JNIT 6: INTRODUCTION TO MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING

e [esson 1: Overview of Managerial Accounting
e [esson 2: Overview of Cost Accounting Systems
e Lesson 3: Wrap Up
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